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'Adverti 


t 
HE Publiſhing of this, and ſome others of 


the Author's Sermons, is not to be imputed 

ro his itch%ag.. Deſire to appear an Author, 
or to ſee himſelf in Print; But it was ſome who 
heard this preached, and profeſſed their having 
been inſtructed and edified thereby, who would 
needs hade it made public. The Reverend Au- 
zhor doth not intereſs himſelf in the Undertaking, 
nor doth he apologize for what Miſtakes or Eſcapes 
may be in it; nor is it he who nom „ 


the cenſorious Reader to beware of miſconſtructing 


what the Author is not anſwerable for, ſeeing he 
neither reviſed the Manuſcript, nor corrected the 
printed Sheets as they were caſt offs Huwever, if 
his- nal prove any way uſe ful to any of the Lord's 
Pecple into whoſe Hands it may comes tis hoped 
the Author will not be too much offended that it 35 
thus expos'd to publick Views | 
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Chriſt the People's Covenant. 


A SERMON on 


Ifai. xlii. 6. I Will give Thee for a 
Covenant of the People. 


2 Y dear Friends, if your Ears he 
open, there are Three Things 
that you mayobear this Day. 1/2, 
You may hear what Miniſters will 
ſay; but that is a Matter of ſmall 
oment, and it is but a poor Er- 
rand, it you be only come to hear 
what a poor, mortal, ſinful, Fel- 
low-creature will ſay to you: Little Matter what we 
lay, if God himſelf do not ſpeak in to your Hearts. 
Therefore, 2d4ly, You may hear what God ſays to you: 
This is a Matter of greater Moment; for God's Speak- 
ing can make us both hear and live, tho' we were as 
deaf as Stocks, and as dead as Stones. He ſpake the 
Old Creation out of Nothing; and he can ſpeak a New 
Creation out of us, who are worle than Nothing. In- 
deed it will be a Wonder, it he do not ſpeak terrible 
Things in Righteouſneſs unto us, becaule- of our Sins g 
and really, if he ſpeak to us out of Chriſt, it will be 
dreadful. Therefore, 34ly, You may come to hear 
what God ſays to Chriſt, and this is of the greateſt 
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—.— of all. To hear Be, Miniſters ſay to the 
ngregation, is. a little Thing; to hear what God 
aps to you, is a great Thing: But to hear what God 
fays to Chriſt, is one of the gm Things that can 
b. be heard. God in his Word ſpeaks to the Sons of 
Men, and perhaps you have noticed that: But he 
Ipeaks alſo to the Son of God, to his Eternal Son; 
and perhaps that is what you have little noticed to 
this Day. Why, what ſays he to Chriſt? Is it any 
Thing that we the People are concerned with ? Yea, 
what he ſays to Chriſt is of the greateſt Concern to us, 
and jt is this, I will give Thee for à Covenant of the 
People. O, might the Great and Eternal Father ſay 
to his Great and Eternal Son, who is one God with 
Him and the Eternal Spirit, Yonder is a Company of 
People meeting in Dunfermline” about a Communion- 
table, with a View to the Sealing of the Covenant ; 
Hnt their Work will be to little Purpoſe, if they view 
Tot T HEE, my beloved Son, to be the Spring, the 
Spirit, the Life, the All of the Covenant: Theic Co- 
venant will be but a poor Bargain without THE E; 
and therefore, Behold, I will give THEE for a Co- 
wenant of the People! O a ſweet Saying as ever was 
Jaid in the World! and no Wonder, for tis a Part of 
2 Sermon whereof God himſelf is the Preacher, and 
Chriſt is the Text, and the Spirit is the Voice that 
gonyeys it. If we had much of this Spirit with us, 
we. might ſee how ſiveetly this glorious Preacher 
Handles this wonderful Text, from the Beginning of the 
Chapter: O how ſweetly does he ſpeak of him in the 
Arſt four T'erſes? and how ſweetly does he ſpeak to 
him, from the 5th Ferſe and downward | Firſt, How 
iweetly does he ſpeak of him, Behold my Servant 
whom I uphold, mine Elect in whom my Soul delight- 
eth, &c. That Chriſt is the Subject here treated of, 
| you necd not queſtion, if you compare this firſt 77erſe 
with Matth. xit. 18. where Chriſt expreſly applies it 
co Himſelf: And now, when the Father here {peaks cf 
Chriſt, every Word is a Word of Commendation ; 
Le commends him for a goed Servant in his Mediztory 
"= E Work, 
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Work, Behold my * &c. He commends him 
for a well-qualifed Saviour, 1 bave put my Spirit upon 
him, and he ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles : 
He commends him tor a meek Savicur, He ſhall not 
cry, &c. v. 2. He commends him tor 2 tender-hearted 
Saviour, A bruiſed Reed ſhall he nit break, &c. v. 3. 
He commends him for an able Saviour, that will through 
his Work maugre all Impediments, He ſhall net fail, 
&c. v. 4. and the Iſles ſhall wait for his Law, the iſle 
of Britain not excepted, and not forgetting Scotland 


in the North-end of it. Secondly, How ſweetly docs 


he ſpeak to him from v. 5, 6. And here natice both 


| the Divine Pretace to this Part of the Sermon, ard 
then the Divine Diſcourſe, (1.) The Preface, ſhewing 
the glorious Dignity of the Preacher, v. 5. Thus faith 


the Lord. Here the glorious Jehovah is commending 
himſelf, as it well ſets him, and none but him to do. 


Who is it that is ſpeaking ? Ie is the Lord, the great 


Lord of Heaven, Earth, and Mankind; It is the Lord 
of all the Heavens that is ſpeaking, He that created 
the Heavens, and ſtretched them out; It is the Lord 
of all the Earth that is ſpeaking, He that ſpread forth 
the Earth and that which "cometh out of it; It is the 
Lord of all Mankind that is ſpeaking, He that gives 


| Breath vnto the People upon it, and Spirit to them 


that dwell therein : Why then, he is the God that hath 
Authority to make the following Covenant with the 
Meſſiab, and give a Commiſſion to him. Therefore, 
(2.) Notice the Divine Ditcourte it felt, and what he 
lays to Chriſt, v. 6. / the Lord have called thee, &c. 
He had ſpoken ſweetly of him, and here he ſpeaks as 
ſweetly to him; and in this Speech is opened up to us 
the great Myſtery of the Coverant of Redemption be- 
twixt the Father and the Son from Eternity, and the 
Opening thereof in Time makes it a Covenant of 
Grace to us. And here we may ſee ſeveral Parts of 
the Indenture he birds and obliges himſelf unto. 

The friſt Piece of the Indenture is, I have called 
thee in Righteouſneſs. Here is his Vocation; he takes 
not this Office of being Mediator upon him, — 

. : 2 being 
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being called thereto; and God called him thereto in 
Righteouſneſs. He was rightly called, for the Right 
of Redemption fell into his Hand ; he was rightly cal- 
led, for he was able for the Work, and fit for it; he 
was rightly called, for he was willing to the Work, 
and voluntarily offered himſelf, Lo, I come, &c. He 
was rightly called; for as God did him no Wrong, ſo 
he did himſelf right, and provided for the Glory of all 
his Perfections in this Way. 

T he ſecond Piece of the Indenture is, I will hold thine 
Hand ; that is another Thing he ſays to him: Go, ſays 
he, and I'll hold thee by Hand all the Way, VII 
bear the Expences of that hard Service: Chriſt goes this 
Warfare on God's Charges, he bears equal Burden in 
the Work of our Redemption. We are Fools in our 
Love, if we love not the Father as well as the Son. The 
three glorious Perſons of the adorable Trinity had all 
one Will to it, and they go Hand in Hand about it, / 
will bold thine Hand. | 

The third Piece of the Indenture, or the other 
Thing he ſays to Chriſt, is, I will keep thee; I, ſays 
the great Jehovah to the God-Man Mediator, I will 
keep thee, when the Sins of an Ele& World ſhall all 
meet-upon theez when the Curſes of the Law, the 
Terror of Juſtice, the Vengeance of Heaven, and the 
Fury of Earth and Hell ſhall invade and incompaſs 
\ thee; I will keep and preſerve thee, and make all theſe 
red Seas to divide, and make Way for thee to pals 
through triumphantly. 

The fourth Piece of the Indenture is in the Words 
of our Text, and it is one of the great and glorious 
Things he fays to Chriſt, I will give thee for @ Cove- 
nant of the People, a Light te the Gentiles, &e. What- 
ever be their Malady, I'll giye thee to be a ſuitable 
Remedy. Have they broken Covenant, VII give thee 
to be a better Covenant. But what of that, while they 


are ignorant? Why then, Pl] give thee for a Light of 


the Gentiles. But what tho' they have Light, if they 
have not Sight too? for a blind Man hath no Benefit of 
the Sun; Why then, FU give the: to open the Neg 
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Eyes. But what tho” they Me. both Light and Sight, 
if they be ſtill in a dark Priſon, bound and fettered 
there? Why? I'll give thee for this End, To bring out 
the Priſoners from the Priſon, and them that ſit in 
Darkneſs out of the Priſon-houſe. O but theſe are tweet 
Promiſes made to Chriſt, and in him to us; and the 
leading One, that comprehends the reſt, is in theſe 
Words, 1 will give thee for a Covenant of the People. 
Where, without critical Diviſion, you may notice 
theſe two Things, 1. The gracious Deſignation and 
Title that Chriſt bears, @ Covenant of the People, 
2. His glorious Ordination, and Appointment there- 
to, I will give thee for that End. (1.) The gracious De- 
ſignation and Title of Honour that he bears, he is 
called a Covenant of the People ; and here he is de- 
ſcribed by his Relation to the Covenant, and by his 
Relation to us by this Means: His Relation to the 
Covenant is ſuch, that he is deſigned the Covenant it 
ſelf ; he is the Head and the Heart of the Covenant, he 


is the Foundation and Cope-ſtene of the Covenant, 


the Bottom and the Top of the Covenant, the Alpha 
and Omega of the Covenant, the firſt and the laſt Let- 
ter of the Covenant, the All in All of the Covenant. 
The firſt Covenant-head brake and fell; and he falling, 
all his Seed fell: The ſecond Covenant-head ſtands; 
and he ſtanding, all his Seed ſtand in him; My Cove- 
nant ſhall ſtand faſt in him. Again, his Relation to 
us by this Means; To whom is he a Covenant? Even a 
Covenant of the People, of the Gentiles : O good News 
to us, poor Gentiles ! (2.) His glorious Ordination and 
Appointment unto this Buſineſs, I will give thee; and 
here alſo every Word hath ſome Glory in it. Here is 
the glorious Perſon ordaining him, in the Pronoun J, 


I ſehoyah do it; here is the glorious Perſon ordained, 
In the Pronoun Thee, 1 will give thee ; here is the 


glorious Manner of the Ordination, it is by Way of 
free and gratuitous Gift, I will give thee ; and here is 
the glorious Reaſon and moying Cauſe of the whole, 


yen the ſovereign Will of God, I iI giye thee, __ 
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the further Explication of rheſe Particulars, J refer 20 
the Proſecution of the Doctrine. 


OBSERV. That, by Divine Ordination, Chriſt is the 
Covenant of the. People: The only Scripture I name 
for the Confirmation, is Iſa. xlix. 8. where you ſee the 
Vifton is doubled, becaule it is true. 


The Method I would endeavour, tlirough Grace, to 
follow, is, | 

I. To offer ſome Remarks concerning tae Covenant 
in general. 

II. Shew how Chriſt is the Covenant, and in what 
Reſpects he bears that Name. 

III. Enquire for whoſe Behoof he is ſo, and thus 
ſnew that he is the Covenant of the People. 

IV. By whoſe Authority he is ſo; and here _ of 
his Divine Ordination, and being given of God tor 
that End. | x | 

V. Offer ſome Reaſons of the Doctrine, why he is 
given to be a Covenant, and why a Covenant of the 

eople ? 

VI. Draw ſome Inferences for Application. 


The Firſt Thing is, To offer ſome Remarks, concer- 
ning the Covenant in general; and I confine them to 
thele Four, which are imported in the Text, and 
Doctrine. | 

The firſt remarkable Thing imported in the Text 
is, That tie Covenant of Works is broken, and can- 
not {aye ue zd we are broken, and cannot ſave our 
ſelves. #khere wws 2-Covenant of Works made with 
t“ Ard Ada, nnd us Seed, before the Fall; and there- 

as upon theſe Terms with Man, Do and 
Toe: ard you do not, you ſhall die. In this Law 
of Worke, chure was a Precept, and a Sanction; The 
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Precept in, De this, that is, perform perfect and per- 
ſona! Obsdienze; The Sanction is, If thou do not, f ber 
Halt die,; importing that the Reward of Obedience 
Was Pterral Lite. The Man that doth theſe * 
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-| fliall live in them; and that the Puniſhment of Diſo- 
bedience was Eternal Death. The Soul that ſinneth 
ſhall die, Gen. ii. 17. Now, as by the Fall of Mans 

e kind, the Precept of Doing is broken, and the Penalt 

of Dying is incurred, and Eternal Life forfeited ; ſo 

« | our Salvation is impoſſible ithout a perfect Righteouſ- 

nels; a Righteoliſneſs of Obedience, performing the 
Precept of the Law, and ſo entitling to Life; a Righ- 9 
0 | teoulneſs to Satisfaction, undergoing the Penalty of the 1H 
Law, and fo delivering from Death : The Former is = 
:t | impoſſible to us, for we ate dead in Sins and Treſpaſ- " 
les, and ſo can neyer perform any Duty acceptable to 
at God, far leſs every Way perfect Obedience: The Lat- 
ter is impoſſible; for, being both finite and ſinful Crea- 
1s | tures, we can never give infinite and ſinleſs Satisfacti- 
on, and ſo we are broken and loſt by the Breach of 
of | this Covenant. There are four — upon this Parti- 
or | cular, that, I preſume, you all profeſs to know, namely, 
1. The Tenor of this Covenant of Works, That when 
is God had created Man, he entred into a Covenant o 
he | Lite, or Works with him, upon Condition of perfect C- 
bedience, forbidding him to eat of the Tree of Know= 
ledge of Good and Evil, wpon the Pain of Death. 
2, The Breach of this Covenant, That our firſt Parents, 
er- being left to the Freedom of their own Will, fell from 
to | the Eſtate wherein they were created, by finning againſt 
nd | Gd, and particularly by eating the forbidden Fruit. 
3. Our Concern in this original Apoſtaſy and Fall in 
xt Adam, That the Covenant being made with him, not 
an- | cnly for himſelf, but fer his Peſterity, all Mankind, 

,ur þ deſcending from him by erdinary Generation, Sinned 

ith in him, and Fell with bim in bis firſt Tranſzreſſi:n ; 

re- Fer, by one Man, Sin entred into the Werd, and Death 
nd | by Sin; and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, fer that alt 
as | have ſinned, or, in whom all have ſinned. . 4. The 

"he | fatal, woful Effects of this Fall, and Breach of the Co- 

\er- | venant of Works; namely, That, by this Means, we 

hb: | have fallen into a State of Sin and Miſery ; That oar 

ne | State is a finfal State, we being guilty of Adam's firſÞ 

3% fin, wanting original Righteouſneſs, and our whole 
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ve ſeen your Fall in Adam, and your woful, ſinful, 
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„ 1 
Nature being oorrupted, whence proceeds all our 
actual Sips ; and that our State ws a miſerable State, 
having lift Communion with God, being under his 
Wrath and Curſe, liable to all the Miſeries of this Life, 
to Death it ſelf, and to the Pains of Hell for ever, 
Why, The Wages of Sin js Death, and we are Children 
ef Mrath; and, Curſed is every one that continueth nt | 
in all Things written in the Book of the Law, to do tbem. 
It may he, it is long ſince ye knew thele Things in 
your Catechiſms: But O, how long is it {ance you 
believed them? or, do you believe them yet? Have 
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miſerable State by Nature, thro* the Breach of the 
Covenant of Works ? If you were convinced of this, 
ſurely, the News of another Covenant would be wel- 
come to you. But then, 

The Second remarkable Thing imported in the Text 
is, That there is a Covenant of Grace, provided for 
the Recovery of ſome, by Jeſus Chriſt, from a State of 
Sin and Death, to a State of Righteouſneſs and Eter- 
val Life; or ye may take it thus, God having out of 
his meer good Pleature, from all Eternity, elected] 
{ome to Everlaſting Life, did enter into a Covenant | 
of Grace, to deliver them, Tc. Hence ſuch Scriptural | 
Expreſſions as theſe, By Grace ye are ſaved, not by 
IWorks of Righteouſneſs that we have dene; for if there 
had been a Law (namely of Works, which could : 
have given Life, verily Righteouſneſs ſhiuld have been 
by the Law, Gal. 3. 21. Now this Covenant off 
Grace may be conſidered, either in its original T ranſ-| 
action from Eternity, or in its actual ManifeſtationÞ 
in Time. 1½, Conſider it in its origina! Tranſ-ſ 
action from Eternity betwixt the Father and the Son; 
God having, in his eternal Decree of permitting the 
Fall, foreſeen the Ruin of Mankind by the Breach and 
Violation of the Covenant of Works. graciouſly purpa- 
fed, not to proceed againſt all Marizind, according to 
the Demerit of their Tranigrefion, in the Execution off 
that Neath upon them which that Covenant threat - 
ned; and therefore 2 Council of Peace is called from 
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Eternity, and the Propoſal made anent the ſnew'n; 
Mercy to an elect Number, in a Way that ſhould b: 
to the Honour and Glory of God's Holineſs, which 
ſays, They muſt do perfectly; and of God's Juſtice, 
which ſays, They muſt die eternally. Well, none in 
all the Creation of Men and Angels were able to ſatil- 
fy this Propoſal; Then ſays Chriſt, Lo, I come, 
Pſal. 40. 8. I offer my ſelf to be their Surety, to 
give a perfect Obedience to the Law, which was the 
Condition of the Covenant of Works, and to give infi- 
nite Satisfaction to offended ſuſtice, in Anſwer to the 
Penalty incurred through the Breach and Violation of 
that Covenant, Lo, I come Since the Law cannot be 
fulfilled without doing, nor Juſtice ſatisfied without 
dying, lo I come to do both; and ſeeing this Under- 
taking muſt be accompliſhed by One who 1s both finite 
that he may die, and infinite that he may conquer 
Death and Wrath, I offer to do it in their Nature, and 
by an unſpeakable Myſtery to become Fleſh, Lo I 
come; let the impannelled Criminal go free. I he Fa- 
ther, being infinitely well pleaſed with this Conſent, 
encourages his eternal Son, enters into a Covenant 


Covenant of the People; and that, for making his Soul 


as another Confideration of the ſame Covenant. It 
was made with Chriſt as the ſecond Adam, and in him 
with all the Ele& as his Seed. As it is made with 
Chriſt, it is properly Canditianal to him, the Condi- 
tion being perfect Obedience, and complete Satisfactt- 
on; but as made with the Ele& in him, it is Abſolute, 
conſiſting of free and abſolute Promiſes to them. 
But, 2dly, Conſider it in its actual Maniteſtation in 
Time; and here, omitting what might be ſaid of the 
Legal Adminiſtration of it under the Old Teſtament, 
andthe Evangelical Adminiſtration under the New, I 
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Mall _—_ ſay, That as the Tranſaction betwixt the Fa- 


ther and Son from Eternity is the Fountain, ſo this 
Maniteſtation of it in Time is the Opening of the 
Fountain ; and the Grace of God is manifeſted in this 
Covenant of Grace ſeveral Ways, 1ſt, In that he 
freely provides a Saviour for loſt Sinners, ſhewing by 
the Golpe! that he hath made this Proviſion. 24ly, In 
that he freely offers to Sinners a Mediator, and Life 
and Salvation in him. 3dly, In that he not only calls, 


Mean to intereſs them in him, and to believe in him 
for Salvation; But, 4thly, Promiſes his holy __ to 
work in them that Faith, and all other ſaving Graces : 
And tho' this, and all the other abſolute Promiſes of 
the Coyenant, ſhall be certainly accompliſhed, and 
actually applied to the Ele& only; yet in the external 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and Adminiſtration of the 
Covenant, they are revealed and exhibited in a gene- 
ral indefinite Way, and Manner, with an univerſal Of- 
fer and Command to all and every one that hear this 
Goſpel, to plead them, and lay Hold upon them; that 


in this Way the Hearers of the Goſpel may be left in- 


excuſable that embrace it not; and that the Ele& may 
be gathered in, made to believe, and come under the 
Bond of the Covenant. | | 
The Third Remarkable thing imported in the Text 
35, That there is an Oneneſs and Identity betwixt the 


Covenant of Grace, as made with Chriſt, and as made 


with us in him: Both are one and the ſame Covenant; 
for here the Father is contracting with the Son, I will 
give thee for a Covenant of the Peo le; therefore that 
with the Son and with the People 4 to one and 


the ſame Covenant: And hence I find our Standards 


and commands them to come to him by Faith, as the 


Le 4 if w—_ : 


make the Covenant of Redemption and Grace to be 


one and the ſame Covenant; Chriſt and the People 


are but two Subjects of one and the ſame Covenant; 


with Reſpect to Chriſt, it had its Conſtitution from 


Eternity; with Reſpe& to us, it hath its Application in 
Time, therefore it is called, The Grace given us in 
Grit before the World began, 2 Tims 1. 9 4 


eternal 


13 
eternal Life, which God that cannot lie promiſed before 
the World began, Tit. 1. 2. As the firit Adam was 


our publick Federal Head, and he and we included in 


one and the ſame Covenant of Works ; ſo Chriſt, the - 
ſecond Adam, is our publick Head, and the Covenant 
of Grace with him and us is the ſame Covenant, tho 
he alone is the Head, Surety, and Mediator, to whom 
ſome Promiles and Precepts are peculiar 3 however, he 


being the Covenant of the People, all Things pro- 
miled unto, or to be perfarmed by the People, are ſe- 


cured in the Contract with Chriſt ; all the Condition 
of Life to be performed, is found in him; yea, he un- 


dertakes, in that Covenant, the Removal of all Ob- 
ſtructions and Impediments from within, that would 
| hinder their Attainment of Covenant-Mercy, being 


given for a Light to the Gentiles, to take away the in- 
ward Blindnets that is found in them; fo that not on! 
all Neceſſaries for Redemption, but alto all Neceſſaries 


for the powerful and effectual Application of that 


Redemption, are firk promiſed in the Covenant 
to him, and then to us in him, upon his fulfilling 


the Condition of perfect Obedience. Is Juſtifica- 


tion promiſed? it is firſt to him, and then to 


us in him, Iſa. 53. 11. y his Knowledge, or by 
the Knowledge of him, ſha?! my righteous Servant juſti- 
5 many. Is SanRification and the Spirit promiſed? 
it is firſt to him, and then to us in him, Ter. 1ſt of 
this Chapter, I will put my Spirit upon him, and he 
Hall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles. Is Glo- 
? rifhcation promiſed ? it is firit to him, and then to us 
in him, R 
of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt. He and the 
People are all in one and the {::n-Covenant; he, as the 
glorious Head, Surety and Repretntative, having all 


om. 8. 17. If Children, then Heirs, Heirs 


Fulneſs in him, both of Grace and Glory, for our Uſe 
and Behoof; and we, as Members cf that Body where- 
of he is the Head, and in a Way of Union ro him by 
Faith: For all the Promiſes, not only ſome, but all the 
Promiſes of God are in him, Tea, and in him Amen; 


| twice in him, importing, That as the Covenant of 


Grace, 


(14 
Grace, which is the Covenant of Promiſes, is made 
| Jointly with him and us; So in the Conſtitution of the 
f Covenant, the Promiſes are all made to him, and in the 
| 


Application of it they are made to us in him; Prima- 
rily and immediatly they are made to him, {econda- 
rily and mediatly to us in him. Hence the 4th Thin 

i remarkable imported in the Text is, That Chriſt is the 
i Centre,in whom all the Lines of the Covenant do meet; 


- 


- — 9 
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himſelf is the Covenant. And this leads me to the 


HEAD II. 
Second Thing, To ſhew how Chriſt is the Cove- 
nant, and in hat Reſpe& he bears that Name; And, 
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and Fundamentally, being the Root, Baſis and Foun- 
dation upon which the Covenant of Grace ſtands, the 
alone Foundation. Other Foundations can no Man 
lay than that is laid, which is Chriſt, 1 Cor. 3. 11. 
He is the ſure Foundation that God hath laid in Zion, 
Iſa. 28. 16. The Covenant of Works being built 


Gracsjand Mercy is built upon a never-failing Foun- 


fays God, Mercy ſhall be built up for ever; Why, 


| no other Foundation is laid in Zion in Time, but that 
. which was laid in the Counſel of Peace from Eternity. 
| God hath promiſed nothing to us in Time, but what 
| he purpoſed and promiſed in Chriſt from Eternity. 

He hath choſen us in him before the Foundation of the 
Work, Eph. 1. 4. and promiled eternal Life in 
5 him beſore the World began. He is the Foundation of 
all the Bleſſings, and Privileges of the Covenant, being 


9 


| and io by an uſual Figure, of the Part for the Whole, 
8 | he bears the Name of the whole Covenant, I will give 
1 him for a Covenant of the People: The Covenant off 
Grace is {aid to be not only made with him, but he 


Firſt, Chriſt is the Covenant of the People, Radicaly 


upon ſomething in Man, it was not ſure Work, and ſo F 
abrick tumbled down; But the Covenant of þ 


dation, it is ſure Work to Eternity; and therefore 


1 bave made a Covenant with my Choſen. Chriſt is] 
the ancient and eternal Foundaton of the Covenant; 
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made of God to us Wildom, Righteouſneſs, San&ifi- | 


: 1 ) - 
cation and Redemption. 2, is the Foundation of all 
the Promiſes, Graces and Comforts of the Covenant. 
This were a large Field, but I goon, Secondly, Chriſt is 
the Covenant Relatively, in Keſpect of the Relations 
he comes under to it; we find in Scripture, that he is 
called the Mediator of the Covenant, Heb. 9. 15, 
Why ? he brings God and Man, that were at Variance, 
to meet amicably; by the Price of his Blood he 
brings God to us, and by the Power of his >pirit he 


brings us to God, and makes up the Difference. He 
is called the Teſtator of the Covenant, Heb. 9. 16. 
| Where a Teſtament is, there is the Death of the 4 


the eſta- 
tor: He hath ſigned all the Articles of it with his 


Blood, and ſo confirmed it, and made it a Teſtament, 
When God would communicate his Mind to us, it is 


in Chriſt ; when we would communicate our Mind to 


God, it is in Chriſt : Whatever Meſſage God hath to us, 
or we to him, Chriſt bears it, and makes the Travel, 
be the Journey never ſo dangerous; for this is he that 


came by Water and Blood, 1 Fohn 5. 6. He came by 
Sea, by a Sea of Water for our SanRification, for if he 
waſh us not, we have no Part in him; and by a Sea of 
Blood for our Juſtification, for without ſhedding of 
Blood there is no Remiſſion: A dangerous Voyage for 


bearing the Meſſage. He is called the Witneſs of the 


Covenant, Iſa. 55. 4. IU] grve him for a Witneſs of 


the People; he is the true and faithtul Witneſs. As he 


was an Eye and Ear-Witneſs to the whole Tranſacti- 


on of the Covenant from Eternity; So he ſets his Seal 
to the Articles of it in Time, and bears Witneſs by his 


Word, by his Blood, by his Spirit. This he does 
effectually, ſometimes in the Hearts of his People, 
when he conquers all their unbelieving Doubts and 
Jealouſies of his Word, and Suſpicions of his Love, 
or of his Father's Kindneſs. He is called the Surety 
of the Covenant, Heb. 7. 22. He is the Surety both 
for Debt and Duty: Surety for Debt; the Law de- 
manded of us a Debt of infinite Suffering, the juſt De- 


| merit of our Sins, which, if laid upon us, would ſink 


up 


is the true Brazen Serpent that heals diſeaſed Souls, 


731. 
us for ever, for the Wages of Sin is Death: And alſo; 


it demanded a Debt of perfect Obedience, and univer- 


{al Holineſs and Righteouſneſs. Now, we are inſol- 


vent Debitors, drowned in Debt, and unable to pay 


a Farthing ; and unleſs there be a Surety for us, we 
cannot eſcape the Priſon of Hell, and the everlaſting 
Wrath of the omnipotent God. Behold, the Surety 
ſteps in, in this hopeleſs State we were into, pays the 
Debt to the leaſt Farthing, and puts his Name into our 


Bond, was made under the Law, to redeem theſe that 


were under the Law. And then he is Surety for Duty, 
promiſing to put his = within us, and cauſe us to 
walk in his Statutes; He is Surety tor both Sides of 
the Covenant, Surety that all that God hath ſaid and 
promiſed ſhall be accompliſhed, and Surety that all 
that we are obliged to do ſhall be done for us, and in 
us. O ſweet and gracious Covenant! In a Word, he 
is the Servant of the Covenant, Behold my Servant, 
Cc. Wiſt ye not, ſays he to his Parents that were 
ſeeking him, that I muſt be about my Father's Buſi- 
neſs? What Buſineſs? What Service? The hardeſt Ser: 
vice that ever was, even to ſatisfy Juſtice, to ful 

the Law, to conquer Satan, to purchaſe Heaven, to 
fave an Ele& World, to endure the Contradiction o 

Sinners againſt himlelf, in accompliſhing this Service, 
He is the Performer of the Covenant, yea, the Per- 
formance it (elf; Chriſt, ſtanding in all theſe Relations] 
to the Covenant, may well be called the Covenant of 
the People. Thirdly, Chriſt is the Covenant Subſtan- 
tial, in Reſpect of his being the very Matter of the 
Covenant, the principal Part of it, the principal Pro- 
miſe of it. He is the Subſtance of all the Promiles, 
the firſt Thing promiſed ; and whatever is promiſed Þ 
elſe, is for his Sake. He 1s the promiſed Seed, ſpoken 
of to Adam and Eve, to Abraham, to David, Gen. 
3. 16. Gen. 22. 1% Lake 1. 32, 32. He is the 
Subſtance of all the Prophecies, To hin gave all the 
Prophets Witneſs, Acts 10. 43. He is the Subſtance 
of all the Shadows, and Old Teſtament Types: He 


the 


E nant: His 


I | 
the true Manna and Bread 77 Life, the true Sacrifice 
and Paſchal Lamb, whoſe Blood, being ſprinkled on the 
8 of the Soul, ſaves from the deſtroying Angel: 
Or all the Types he is the Antetype, the Subſtance z 
in a Word, he is the Subſtance of the whole Bible, 
and of all the Scriptures, Theſe are they that teſtify of 
me. It is an odd text, that a Goſpel-Miniſter cannot 
find Chriſt in, ſince the whole Scriptures teſtify of 
him, as if it ſaid nothing elſe but Chriſt, Chriſt, 
Thus he is the Covenant ſubſtantially. Again, 
Fourthly, Chriſt is the Covenant Eminently, in Point 
of Eminency, Ornament and Excellency ; He is the ver 
Ornament of the Covenant, theExcellency and Sweetnels 
of it; he is the Bleſſing of all the Bleſſings of the Cove- 
nant, the Mercy of all the Mercies, the Soul of all the 
Privileges of the Covenant: No Bleſſing of the Cove- 
nant is a Bleſſing without him, for all Bleſſings come 
with him; How ſhall he not with him freely give us all © 
Things e Com. viii. 32. The Covenant is nothing with- 
out Chriſt, the Bleſſings of it are nothing without 
Chriſt ; he is the Sweetne ſs of all the Bleſſings of the 
Covenant, the Marrow of all the Mercies of the Cove- 
nant, and the Fulneſs of all the Promiſes of the Cove- 


© nant; They are all empty without Chriſt, for he is All 


in all : And therefore, O empty Ordinances, without 
Chriſt ; O empty Sacraments, it Chriſt be not there; 
O ty Miniſters, if Chriſt be not with them; yea, 
0 — Heaven, if Chriſt be not there; empty In- 
joyments, empty Comforts without Chriſt. 5. Chriſt 
is the Covenant meritoriouſly, and in Point of Noe: 
ſition and Procurement; He does all that is neceſſary 
for the procuring the Bleſſings of the Cove- 

Righteouneſs is the great Condition of the 
Covenant, the alone Condition of it, properly ſo cal» 
led; it is the Caule, the procuring Cauſe of all Cove- 
r.nt-Bleſſings. All that is promiſed to Chriſt, or to us: 
is upon the Account of his Obedience, Iſai. liii. 10, 


2, 12. By the Obedience of Oue ſhall Many be made 


Righteous, not by the Obedience of any Man for him- 
tell, Re. ve 19. He is the Procurer of Juſtification, 
3 C Rom 
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Rom. v. 18. The Procurer of Remiſſion of Sin, Roxy, 
iii. 24. The Procurer of Peace, Iſai. liii. 3. Yea, the 
Sum of it, for he is our Peace; The Procurer of Acceſs 
to God, and Communion with him; all that are afar 
off, are made nigh, only by the Blood of Chritt; The 
Procurer of ſanctifying Grace, Iſai. lili. 10. 1 Cr. i. 
30. and of Eternal Salvation: His Death is the Pur- 
chaſe of the heavenly Inheritance; and ſo be is the 
Covenant meritoriouſly, in procuring all the Bleſſings 
chereof. 6. Chriſt is the Covenant efficaciouſiy, or efficient- 
ly: As he procures all by the Price of his Blood, fo he 
applies all by the Power of his Spirit. By this power- 
ful Spirit of his in the Efficiency of his Application, by 
the Means of the Law, he diſcovers to Men their fad 
Condition, while under a Covenant of Works; by the 
Means of the Goſpel, he diſcovers the Excellen:y of 
the Covenant of Grace, and alſo their Claim to it, in, 
and by the indefinite general Diſpenſation of the Gol- 
pel, and the Promile of the Covenant ; ſo that who- 
ever will, may come, and put in for a Share. But this 
is not all; Chrilt, in his Efficiency, does perſwade and 
enable the poor Soul to take hold of this Coyenant, of 
Chriſt himſelt, as the All of the Covenant, and that 
with particular Application to it ſelf, for its own Re- 
Het; and not only to Accept, but to Truſt to it for all 
Grace and Life, and that upon the Warrant of God's 
Word of Grace, .renouncing all other Ways of Salya- 
tion, ard reſting only upon this, 1 Tim. i. 15. Acts 
xv. 6. Yea, after the Perſon is brought within the 
Covenant, Chriſt is the Great Performer of all Cove- 
nant-Duties, he performs all our Works in us, //az. 
XXV1. 12. We are to preſent no Duty of our own to 
God for Acceptance, or in Order to obtain Life and 
Salvation by it; but to preſent him with Chriſt, he 
being the Covenant to perform all for us, and in us, 
which we are obliged to. In a Word, he is engaged, 


as the Covenant of the People, to be All, and do all, 


to procure all, and to ſee all made effectual that con- 
cerns Grace and Glory : I will give him for a Cove- 
nant of the People, ſays the Lord; I will net enter in- 


22 | 


6 

to Covenant, or deal with 3 an immediate Way, 
as with the firſt Adam, but I will take a ſurer Courte, 
J will give thee for that End; Thou ſhalt undertake 
all the Matter therein; I will look to thee for the Fer- 
formance? thereof: Man hath broken Covenant, I will 
not truſt him again; but thou ſhalt be the Covenant, 
the Promiſe of Lite ſhall be made only in Thee, and 
the Condition of Lite ſhall be found only in Thee. Thus, 
he is the Covenant. 


HEAD III. 

The Third Thing was, to ſhew, for whoſe Behoof 
he is a Covenant; and ſo to ſhew, that he is the 
Covenant of the People. Men and Women have 2 
Way of excluding themſelves by Unbelief; but I am 
ſure, my Text will exclude none this Day, that are 
here, from a Right to accept of this Covenant, unleſs 
it be the Devil himſelf. He indeed, and all the fallen 
Angels, are excluded: And no doubt, he has come 
here among us this Nay, to tempt People to exclude 
themſelves, becauſe he himſelf is excluded. Bur, 
here is a Foundation of Faith for all the People that 
hear this Goſpel ; Chrift is the Covenant of the People, 
inſomuch that whoſoever of all the People ſhall fub- 
ſcribe to this Covenant, and go in to it by Faith, 
ſhall have the Everlaſting Benefit of it. Leſt. Why, 
fay you, I'm (it may be) none of the People here 
meant, none of the Elect, whole Names are in that 
Covenant and Contract, and therefore my ſubſcribing 
of it may be in vain? Anſw. For clearing of this, 
that Chriſt is the Covenant of the People, you would 
know and remember, That there are two Copies of 
this Covenant, Or, rather (if we may fo exprels it) 
two Writs of this Charter, the one is an Original 
written Heaven, and the other is an Extract written in 
this Bible. 1. I ſay, as to the Original, it is written in 
Heaven, and bath all the Names of the Church inviſible 
inrolled in it, Heb. xii. 23. They are called the Church 
of the Firſt-born that are written in Heaven, or, as it 


may be read,inreÞed in Heaven. In this Writing are the 


C2. Names 
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| Names of all the Elect, of all that ever were, are, or 


ſhall be actually taken in within the Bond of the Cove- 
nant ; and thele are they of whom it is ſaid, They are 
choſen in Chriſt before the Foundation of the World, 
Eph. i. 4. And again, Whum he did predeſti- 
nate, them he alſo * Rom. viii. 30. And again, 
All that the Father bath given me, ſhall come to me; 
all that were ordained to Eternal Life, believed: And 
of them Chriſt ſays, I lay down my Life for my Sheep. 
'This Original Draught of the Covenant, is a Writ 
lacked up in the Cabinet of God's {ſecret Purpoſe ; and 
ſecret Things belong not to us, but the Things that are 
revealed. Therefore, 2. There is an Extract of this 
Original Writ, and this Extract is written in the Bible, 


Which is the Book of the Covenant: This you have a- 


mong your Hands, and this Copy of the Covenant is 
ſent open to you all to ſign and ſubſcribe, by giving 
Faith's Aſſent, and Conſent to the Covenant, or cloſing 
with, Chriſt the Covenant of the People, as he is offe- 
red in the Goſpel. Now, tho' this Extract be a true 
Copy, anſwering exactly to the Original; yet, for ren- 


dring all ine ccuſable. to whom theſe Preſents are ſent, Þ 


if they do not ſubſeribe, and for gathering in all the 
Elect, this fair Extract is direded to all, and every 
one of you, giving you full and ſufficient Warrant to 
ſign and ſubſeribe for your ſelves; for you cannot poſ- 
ſibly ſee your Names in the Original, till once you 
have ſignified your Conſent by Subſcription, to the 
Copy that is among your Hands, which is here let 
down to the Earth, to ſee how you pleaſe it this Day. 
And if you fign the Extract, as it is ſent to you, then 
you may lay Claim to the Original, and fee your 
Name there, which alone is the Privilege of theſe that 
make the Extract their own, by ſigning it; for the Se- 
cret of the Lord js with them that fear him, and 
be will ſhew them his Covenant ; he ſhews them ſome- 
times their Name in the original Writ of the Cove- 
nant: It is the ſettled Order of Heaven, that altho 
ſome, who by Faith ſubſcribe the extracted Copy, are 
kept in the Dark, about their Names being in the O- 


riginal ; Þ 
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riginal z yet none ſhall ſee their Names there, but 
thele who ſubſcribe their Names here. Queſt. But, 
tor what ſerves my putting my Name to the Foot of a 
Bond, if my Name be not in the Bond it ſelf 2 Why 
then, read the Direction of this Gotpel-Covenant,. and 
ſee, it your Name be there, and aniwer to your 
Names; for I ſhall endeavour to be as practical, as I 
go along, as poſſible, that I may have the lels ado in 
the Application. For whoſe Behoof then is he thus 
the Covenant? Why, it is even for the Behoof of 
theſe, whofe Names are here ſet down; and tho' they 
may not here find their particular Names, Fohn, 
Fames, Mary, Martha, yet their general Names, yea, 
both their more general, and their more {pecial Names, 
are here. 1. Their more general Name is, the People, 
he is the Covenant of the People; and here, all Sinners 
of Mankind, who hear of Chriſt, have a Claim to put 
in for a Share in him, ſeeing the Covenant is directed 
to them; whoſoever they be that hear this Goſpel, all ſa- 
ving Benefits are preached to them by Chriſt Jeſus, ac- 
cording to-the miniſterial Commiſſion, Preach the Goſpel 
to every Creature, Mark xvi. 15. and according as the 
Apoſtle hath taught us to execute this Commiſſion, 
laying, To you the Word of this Salvation ſent, Acts 
xiii. 26. And in this Senſe the Apoſtle ſays, Tit. ii. 11. 
The Grace of God that bringeth Salvatien, hath appear- 
ed to all Men; or, as it may be rendred, as you ſee it 
in the Margin of ſome of your Bibles, The Grace of 
God, that bringeth Salvation to all Men, hath appear- 
ed. Let them ſtraiten the Goſpel-Offer who will, they 
do it at their Peril; our Commiſhon is wide and full, 
inſomuch, that this Covenant is directed to all to 
whom theſe Preſents may come. If this be your gene- 
ral Name, that you are one of the People, be what you 
will otherwiſe, then ye are concerned to anſwer to 
your Name, and put in for à Share of the Grace of this 
Covenant, by ſubſeribing, and ſaying, Amen to it. 
Why, ſay you, that is a general Name indeed; I dare 


| not deny but that is my general Name; then, Man, 


Woman, do not put this Covenant away from you. 
| 3 Fut, 
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But, ſay you, Is there no more 1 Name of thy 
People, whoſe Covenant he is. Yea, 2. Their mor 
ſpecial Name is here ſet down in Black and White 
for who the People are, and what People in a ſpeci 
Manner is here meant, is cleared in the followin 
Words, A Light to the Gentiles, to open blind Eyes 
&c. And here you will find both the Name and Sir 
name of the People intended; and, I believe, you 
Names and Sirnames, that hear me, will be found i 
it. 1/7, The Name is Gentile. 2dly, The Sirname i 
Gentile, dark and blind; Gentile, bound and 1mmpriſo 
ped. 1. I ſay, the Name of the People, whoſe Cove 
nant he is, is Gentiles; and I trow this is the Name o 
all that hear me, if there be not Jews here; if! 
thought there were any, I would drop ſome Promile « 
Chritt to, and concerning them, that might draw then 
to him alſo, if the Lord would put forth Power wit 
it. However, it is to you Gentiles that I am ſpeak 
ing; and O may I venture to ſay with Paul this Day, Tk 
me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grad 
g ven, to preach ameng you Gentiles the unſearchablC 
Riches of Chriſt ' This is a part of the Myſtery d 
Godlineſs, Chriſt preached to the Gentiles, 1 Tin 
iii. 16. It was a Myſtery to the Jews and Primatiy: 
Chriſtians, when Chriſt was firſt given by a preachel 
Goſpel to the Gentiles, Acts xi. 17, 18. Why? tb 
Gentiles were called the Uncircumcifion, Eph. ii. 11 
being abominable Outcaſts, whoſe entring into the 
Temple, was enough to pollute it; but now the Gol. 
7 declares, God will juſtifie the Uncircumcifion by 

aith, The Gentiles were called Aliens, without God 
without Chriſt, without Hope, Aliens from the Commo 
wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the Covenant of Pr 
auiſe, Eph. ii. 12. But now the Covenant of Promiſe is 
given and exhibited to the People that were Alien 
Gentiles were called Dcgs, It js not meet to take th 
Childrens Bread and caſt it to Dogs, ſays Chriſt to th 
Woman of Canaan, one of the Poſterity, it ſeems, o 
eheſe accurſed Nations, that were devoted by that 
Word, Gen. ix. 25. Curſed be Canaan: And indeec 


* 


* . 


"Whe Centiles and Canaanites, as they were contemned 
y the Jews, and look'd upon as Dogs; ſo in — 
riſon of the H ile of Iſrael, who were ſo much bleſſed, 


- dignified, and privileged. of old, Chriſt ſeems here to 
Willow it, and aſſert that they were curſed, that they 


Ji. ere Dogs: But now the Tables are turned, the Gen- 
oiles are called; and, in this Woman, the Lord gives 
din Inſtance of what Mercy was in Reſerve for theſe 
e Vogs; and we Gentiles may plead the fame Privilege, 
r leaſt, with that Woman of Canaan, Trutb, Lord, yet 


he Dogs eat the Crumbs that fall from the Maſter's 
Table. The Door of Bethlehem, the Houſe of Bread, 


ry is open, Adds xiv. 27. God hath opened the Door of 
e Haith to the Gentiles, even to Dogs; the Door of the 
hen Covenant is open, and we dare not ſhut the Door upon 


any Dog in all this Houſe; and therefore; as we uie to 
ay, At open Doors Degs come in, allow me in this 
homely Compariſon ; for, as all the Gentzles, ſo all the 
icked are called Dogs, Rev. xxii. 15. Without are 
Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, &c. But the 
Door being open to all Sinners by this Goſpel, you 
ay come to Chriſt for Salvation, as freely as a * 

ill come in at an open Door; yea, more freely an 
doldly; for Dogs many Times come in uncalled, and 
herefore we beat them out again; but here is both a 
ail to come, and a Promiſe of Welcome, Whoſcever 
ill, let him come; and bim that cometh, I will in no 
diſe caſt out. Well, I ſay, the,.Gentzilef are called 
Dogs, and if that be a part of your Name, Man, Wo- 
an, anſwer to your Name, and take with your Name, 
ind take the Bleſſing that is offered to you by Name. 
t you have no better Name than that of a Dog, come 
ith that ſame, and ſet it down at the Foot of the 
ontract, by ſubſcribing your Conſent to have Chriſt 
o be your Covenant; and tho! it be a baſe Name, he 
vill not refuſe to take in your Subſcription. In a 
ord, the Gentiles are called Heathens, Gal. iii. 8. 
be Scripture foreſeeing that Gd would juſtiſie the 
eathen through Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto 
hee Hall all Nations he ble my 


dee 


the rsham, Sing, In i 
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Good News to Heathens and Pagans, ſuch as we in 
our Forefathers were; and this is the Goſpel indeed, 
that was preached to Abraham long ago, In Thee ſhall 
all Nations be bleſſed; in Thee, what, Thee? the ſame 
Thee that is in our Text, which preacheth the ſame 
Golpel alſo; I will give Thee for a Covenant of the 
People, even the People that are called Gentiles, and 
Heatbens, Uncircumciſien, Aliens, and Dogs. Well, 
there is the Name of the People whoſe Covenant he is, 
they are Gentiles. 2. The | 2 as of the Peeple is 
Gentiles, dark and blind, Gentiles bound, and im- 
priſoned; and ſee if the Sirname be not yours, Sirs, as 
well as the Name. There are eſpecially tiwo Sirnames 
here that the People have. Firſt Sirname ts dark and 


- 


Blind; this is imported in theſe Words, @ Light to the 


Gentiles, to open blind Eyes. Well, is this your Sirname? 
Are you Darkneſs it (elf in the Abſtra& * are you in the 
Darkneſs of Ignorance, Darkneſs of Error, in the 


Darkneſs of Corruption, in the Darkneſs of Confuſion, 


in the Darkneſs ot Deſertion, in the Darkneſs of Delu- 
fon? O here is a brave Covenant for you to ſign: 


It is a Covenant of Light; for he that is the Covenant 


of the People, is the Light of the Gentiles. But all the 
Light in the World, without Sight, will be uncomfor- 
table; and therefore, Is another Piece of your Sir. 
name Blindneſs, as well as Darkneſs? Are you not 


only blear'd and ſee ill, but blind and ſee none at all? 


Are you blind with reſpe& to Sin, and cannot fee it in 
its Power and Guilt ? Blind with reſpe& to Duty, 
and cannot ſee what to do? Blind with reſpe& to God, 
and cannot ſee him in his Beauty and Excellency ? 
Blind with reſpe& to Chriſt, and cannot ſee him in his 
Glory, Fulneſs, and Righteouſneſs * Blind with re- 
ſpe& to Ordinances, and cannot {ee the Power and 
Glory of God in the Sanctuary? Blind with reſpe& 
to Providences, and cannot diſcern the Signs of the 
Times? Blind with reſpe& to your Intereſt in Chriſt, 
and cannot ſee whether that be ſecured or not? Blind 
with reſpe& to your Warrant to intexmeddle with 
Curiſt and his Inſtirutions? Blind with reſpect * all 

2 5 pi. 
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ſpiritual and eternal Things? Why, this Covenant 
of the People is deſigned to open the blind Eyes: And 
if Darkneſs and Blindneſs be the Sirname of the 2 
for whoſe Behoof Chriſt is the Covenant, and if that 
be your Sirname alſo, why then, there is Room at the 
Foot of this Covenant to let down your Name and Sir- 
name both; This Covenant of the People is a Cove- 


nant of Light to the People that are dark, and a Cove- 


nant of Sight to the People that are blind. Let all 
them that find this to be their Sirnamie, ſubſeribe to 
this Covenant, and fay, I am one of the dark People, 
and I come for Light; I am one of the blind People, 
and I come tor Sight; there is my Name, Lord, let it 
be recorded among the dark blind People of which 
Chriſt is the Covenant. Again, the ſecond Sirname of 
the People is Bound, and Impriſoned ; This is impor- 
ted in theſe Words, To bring out the Priſoners from 
the Priſon, and them that fit in Darkneſs out of the 
Priſon-houſe. Now, whatever Priſon you are in, Sirs, if 
your Sirname be @ bound Priſoner, our Text ſpeaks to 
you. Are you in the Priſon of Sin, a Bond-ſlaye and 
and Servant unto Luſts * Are you in the Priſon of Sa- 
tan, in the Devil's Priſon, led captive by him at his 
Pleaſure? Are you in the Priſon of the Law, a Debtor 
to do the whole Law, and a Debtor*'to bear the whole 
Curſe of it? Are you in the Priſon of Carnality, clog- 
ged with the Things of this World? Are you in the 
Priſon of a black League with Death, and Covenant 
with Hell? Are you in the Priſon of a natural State, 
as a Child of Diſobedience, and a Child of Wrath? 
Are you in the Priſon of Temptations, either from 
without, or within, filled with dreadful Suggeſtions 
and blaſphemous Injections? Are you in the Priſon 
of Affliction, either upon Soul or Body, State or Fa- 
mily? Are you in the Priſon of Doubts and Fears and 
Deſpondency, with your Soul caſt down within you? 
Are you in the Priſon of Unbelief, concluded under it, 
io as you cannot for your Life get an Act of Faith eli- 
eite? Are you in F ba Priſon of wretched Careleſneſs, 
Unconcerredneſs, and Indifferency, not caring whether 
| | von 
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you be looſed and delivered out of Priſon: or not? Arg 
you in the Priſon of Atheiſm, and cannot believe a God, 
a.Chriſt, a Heaven, or Hell? Are, in the Priſon d 
Death, and in Bondage through Fear of Death ? Or, 
are you in the Priſon of Security, fearing nothing, 
but dedipiog in the Arms of the Devil? What Priſon 
houſe are you in, Man? Anſwer to your Name, Pri 
ſoner in ſuch a Priſon- houſe that I have named. Is the 
Door of the Priſon-houle bolted and barred that you 
cannot win out, and the heavy Chains and Fetters of 
Hell about you, ſo as you cannot looſe them any more 
than you can unhinge the Axletree of the Univerſe? 
Behold, this Covenant of the People is a Covenant 0 
Liberty for the People that are in Priſon. If I have 
not named the Priſon, or the Chamber of the Priſon- 
houſe you're in, name it your ſelf, and ſay, I Priſoner 
in tuch a Prifon-houſe, I have been ſo long and ſo long 
in ſuch a dark Priſon, and lo I ſet down my Name, to 
wit, @ bound Priſoner, conlerting to be liberate by thei 
Son of God, and conſenting that he would work the 
Conſent himſelf, and do all that concerns my Liberty: 
Why, Man, down with your Name that 5 Way ;Þ 
and if you be not ſet at Liberty in God's own Time 
and Way, you'll be the firſt that ever gave in a Sub- 
{ſcription and was not received: Nay, marked and re · 
Sorel it mall be; for the Covenant ſpeaks to you by 
Name, and Sirname, ſaying, Go forth ye Priſoners off 
Hope; The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, for be 
hath anointed me to preach and preclaim Liberty to the 
Captives. This Covenant of the People then is drawn] 
up already, and ſigned, See who hath ſigned it, 
Y. 8. I am the Lord, that is my Name. He hath 
figned it by a Name by which he is known in Heaven 
and Earth, even Jehovah; I am Fehovah, I am the 
Lord, that is my Name. O glorious Name ſubſcribingÞ 
this Bond! That is his Name; What is yours ? Why, 
can you not ſay, I am one of the People they call Gen- 
tiles? I'm a dark, blind, bound Profonce - that's my 
Name and Sirname both. Yea, be your Name as vile 
and black as Hell, yet down with it in capital LE 
or 
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for the infinitely fair Name of the firſt Subſcriber will 
ſet it off, his Name will anſwer tor all the Defects and 
Deformities of yours: And if you wait till you be in 
2 better Condition, and have a better Name to fign 
with, you'll wait till Doom's-day, ard periſh by the 
Way; and all the Money of your Terms, Conditions, 
and good Qualifications, which you would bring as a 
Price in your Hands, will periſh with you. Nay, you 
have nothing ado in this Covenant, but bleſs God that 
brought it to your Hand, and fign it with your Heart: 
Chriit hath a Commiſſion from his Father, and we in 
his Name, to take in the Subſcriptions of all the Peo- 

le, whoſe Name and Sirname I have mentioned ; and 

hope, I have not miſs'd any one that is here. Thus 
you lee who the People are, for whoſe Behoof he is the 
Covenant; and that he is well deſigned the Covenant of 
the People, ſeeing all the People here named have a 
Right of Acceſs to the Covenant, 2 Warrant to ſign 
and ſubſeribe to it; and all the People, that are Sub- 
ſeribers, have a Right of Polleſſion to the whole Good 
of the Covenant, and to the Seal thereof, the Sacra» 
mert of the Supper. 


HEAD TV. 

The Fourth Thing propoſed, was, to ſhew, By 
whoſe Authority, or by what Authority, Chriſt is the 
Covenant of the People; and ſo to hint at his Divine 
Ordination to this Buſineſs, in theſe Words, I will 
give Thee, &e. Where you have, 1. The Glorious 
Perſon ordaining, JI. 2. The Glorious Perſon ordain- 
ed, Thee. 3. The gracious Manner of the Ordinati- 
on, Give. 4. The gracious Motive and Ground, 1 
WILL give thee. A ſhort Word to each of theſe. 
Firft, The Glorious Perlon ordaining, Chriſt to this 
Work, I will give thee ; What 1? I th&®Lord, I Jeho- 
vah, I the firſt Perſon of the Glorious Trinity. God 
the Father here is the firſt Grand Party of the Cove- 
nant; yea, here is God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, eſſentially —— — * — Jets 
and ordaining hi onally co , to this Work. 
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Now, this Glorious Perſon ordaining Chriſt to this 


Work, imports, 1. The Will of God and of the. Fa. 


ther, that Chriſt, the ſecond Perſon, ſhould come and 
bear the whole Weight of the Covenant: Hence Chriſt 


tells us, He had Commandment from the Father, and 
that he came to do his Will, John vi. 37, 38, 39. God 


the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, by unanimou 


Counſel, ordained and appointed the Son to come in 


bis own Perſon upon the Errand of Mah's Redemptiſf 


on; and God the Father being the firſt in Subſiſteney 
and ſo the firſt in Operation ad extra, therefore th: 
Giving is primarily aſcribed unto him. 2. His bein 
the Perlon ordaining, imports the Divine Authorit 
of Chriſt's Commithon, in that he is given of th 
Father, and came from the Father, John xvi. 29 
& Xvli. 3. where Chriſt commends that Faith whie 

lieves his Divine Miſſion, his Divine Ordination t 
this Mediatory Work. 3. His being ordained of God 
imports God's Confidence in him, as being both ab. 
for, and faithful to perform the whole Work that h 
gave him to do. He was confident that he would b 
a faithful and righteous Servant; By his Knowledy 


all my righteous Servant jaftifie many, This is m 


beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 4. Hi 


being the Perion ordaining, imports the Father's Ze: 


lous Concern for the Redemption and Salvation 

Men: God ſo loved the World, that he gave his en 
begotten Sen; J will give thee: His Hand is firſt : 
the bleſt Bargain, ſublcribing this Covenant; ſhewin! 
that he will do the whole Work of the Covenant b 


., Himlelf and by his Son ſeſus Chriſt, and will get th 


whole Glory of it: And hence the Strain in which h 


| ſubſcribes, v. 8. is, I am the Lord, that is my Nam: 


and my Glory will I nit give to anether. He vi 
let none ſhare of any of the Glory of it but Himlſeli 
either in the Contrivement, Commencement, Ad vane 

ment, or Completement thereof. 
2Aly, The Glorious Perſon ordained, in the Pronou 
THE E, namely, Chriſt, the Second Perſon of th 
Glorious Trinity, and the other Party of the Cor 
* 6h . nan 
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' nant, I will give Thee : And Chriſt being the Perſon 
here ordained, imports, 1. His having cordially aſſen- 
ted and agreed to the Bargain; God could not have 
given him, if he had not conſented : But as he and. 
his Father are One, ſo there is aut one Will betwixt 
them; and his Canlent is recorded among the Decrees 
of Heaven. In the Volume of thy Book it is written 
of me, Lo, I come. 2. His being the Perlon ordained, 
imports the Inſufficieney of all others for the Work of 
Man's Redemption; Him hath God the Father ſealed; 
Sacrifice and Offering thou wouldſt nit, a Body haſt 
thou given me. Tho' Men and Angels had put their 
Shoulders to this Work, it would never have bern done; 
for the Redemption of the Saul is precious, and ceaſeth 
for ever, as to the Creature: He alone is the Meiliah, 
choſen, conſtitute, promiſed, typified, to whom all 
the Prophets gave Witneſs, and we are not to look for 
another; Inſufficiency is ingraven and ſtamp'd upon 
all others. 3. His being the Perſon ordained, imports 
the alone Suffictency of this Glorious Perſon for this 
glorious Work. O the glorious Excellenzy of this Per- 
lon here given! and, O the glorious Suthciency of this 
Perſon! 1 will give thee. 1 have laid Help upon One 
that is Mighty: This is he that is glorious in his Appa- 
rel, travelling in the Greatneſs of his Strength, migb- 
ty to ſave: Thy is he that comes from Edom, with 
dyed Garments from Boꝛzrah; who trode the Wine-preſs 
of the Father's Wrath alone, and of the People there 
was none with him. 4. His being the Perion ordained 
of the Father, imports the unparalelled Love both of 
him that gave, and of him that is given; both of the 
Ordainer, and Ordained : Herein is Love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his Son to 
be thePropitiation for our Sins, 1 Jo. iv. 10. And herein is 
Love, that Chriſt ſo cheeriully undertook this Work; He 
re joiced in the habitable Parts of the Earth, and his 
Delights were with the Sons of Men, Prov. viii. 31. 
Here are both the Parties of the Covenant, God and 
Chriſt, that Glorious 7, and that Glorious THEE ; 
1 will give Thee ; Two wonderful Covenanters. — 
e- 
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#oreſceing from Eternity that 1 would be rui- 
ned, by violating the Covenant betwixt God and Man, 
Ft on Foot a better Project, even an inviolable Cove. 
nant betwixt God and Chriſt, Iwo unchangeable Par- 
ties, mutually engaging for the Relief and Recovery 
of the loſt Sinner; and Chriſt bearing ſuch a Part of 
the Work, as to get the Name of the Whole; 7 give 
thee for the Covenant of the Peqple. 

3dly, The gracious Manner of this Ordination, is 
imported in the Word Give, I will give thee. A Man's 


Gift makes Room for him, lays Solomon, and gives! 


bim Place among great Men, Prov. xviii. 16. Men are 
eſteemed and retpected for the Valuableneſs of the Gifts 
and Benefits they give, how much more ſhould God's 
Giit make Room tor him? Chriſt is God's Gift, P11 
give tbee for @ Covenant f the People; and this giving 
of Chriſt implies ſeveral Things which concern the 


Manner of his Ordination, to be a Covenant of the 
People, 1. In general and negatively, God's giving 


of Chriſt, does not imply, that he was about to alie- 
nate his own Right to Chriſt from himlelt to us; no, 
he is ſtill his only begotten Son: When we givea T hing 
to another, we alienate our own Right to it, but it is 
not io here; what God gives, we may have the Bene- 
fit and Uſe of it, but God ſtill keeps a Right over us 
and it. Hence, ſays the Apoſtle, AU Things are yours, 
fer ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. But, 2, More 
particularly and poſitively, God's giving of Chriſt 


tor a Covenant of the People, implies (1.) His eternal 


Deſtination by the Father for this End, to be the Co- 
venant of the People, before ever the People had a 
Being: They were not io muchas conſulted in the Mat- 
ter, when the Contract was ſigned in the Council of 
Peace betwixt the Father and the Son; and we have 
no Reaſon to complain of Injury done us here, for we 


have nothing to contract on our Part: The Breach of 


the firſt Covenant left us worſe than nothing, for the 


Art Adam lett us with a Burden of Debt, a Burden of | 


Poverty and Wants, yea, a Burden of Curſes from the 


fiery Law; and all that we can do, is to encxeale the 


Debt, 
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Debt, inſtead of being able to pay it off; Now, I 
God's giving him, includes his eternal Deſtination by 
the Father for this mediatorial Work, without our ha- 
ving any Hand in it, or Knowledge of it, or any Obliga- 
tion lying upon Cod ſo to do as he did, in the eternal 
Tranila ion with his Son concerning the People, Whom 
he deſigned to ſave. There was no Obligation lying 
upon Chriſt, to come in our Stead, to be our Surety, 
to take our Guilt, and pay our Debt, previous to his 
own Conſent; nor any Obligation upon God to accept 
of a Surety inſtead ot the principal Debtor : Theres 
fore God's giving of Chriſt, muſt imply a Tranſaction, 
wherein the Son conlented to be the Covenant, to be 
the Mediator, to take our Guilt upon him; and the 
Father conſented to ſend him, and accept of his Sures 
tyſhip for loſt Sinners. (2.) God's giving of Chriſt, 
implies his actual qualitying, and ſending aim to ac- 
compliſh that which was contrived from Eternity, 
How he called and e him, you ſee in the pre- 
ceeding Verſe; he called him in Righteouſneſs, and 
qualified him with a ſupereminent Unction of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, I will put my Spirit upon him, and he ſhall 
ring forth Judgment to the Gentiles : Accordingly he 
received the Spirit above Meaſure. How he ſent him, 
ou ſee in many Places of Scripturez he gave him a 
3 a true Body, and a reaſonable Soul, and then 
he gave him to the Death in the Fulneſs of Time; for 
it plealed the Lord to bruife him : Juſtice awakened 
againſt him, Awake, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, &c. 
He was put in the Wine-preſs of Divine Vengeance, 
and bruiſed there; he was not only bruiſed in his 
Name, being called a Mad-man, and a Devil; not on- 
ly bruiſed in his Eſtate, while the Foxes had. Holes; 
and the Birds of the Air Neſts, hut the Son of Man ha 
not where to lay his Head; neither was he bruiſed in 
bis Body only, while they pierced his Hands and his 


Feet; but bruiſed in his Soul, till it was exceedi 


torrowful, even unto Neath, and till the Agonies of his 
Soul preſſed the Blood out of his Body, even great 
Drops of Blood: No wonder, for he was plunged in the 

Ocean 
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Ocean of God's Wrath, and . all the Hell that 
was due to Sin; Sin being imputed to him as the Co- 
venant of the People, Juſtice did not ſpare him, Rom. 
viii. 32. He ſpared not his own Son, but gave him to 
#be Death for us all. (3.) God's giving ot Chriſt im- 
Plies, that the Manner of bis Ordination for this Work, 
was every Way free and gratuitous; What freer than 2 
Gift? God gives Chriſt tor a Covenant of the People, 
without Regard to any Motive, Merit, or Moyen of 
{the People; yea, and in Oppoſition thereto. This 
Gift is free, in Oppoſition to Merit, either of Con- 
dignity or Congruity. If we be for Merit of our 
own, we mult be for Hell, for that is all that we merit; 
if Mretchedneſs, Miſery, and a Maſs of Confuſion and 
Enmity, be accounted Merit, then we may lay Claim 
to it, but no otherwiſe. This Gift is free ,in Oppoſiti- 
on to Conſtraint, Force, or Neceſſity : God had no- 
thing from without to conſtrain him to contrive the 
Redemption of Men, or to give Chriſt for that End; 
tho? all Mankind ſhould have for ever drowned in the 
Flood of his Wrath, God had remained as he was, as 
happy as ever; no Force s upon him to contrive a 
Remedy for Man. This Gift is free, in Oppoſition to 
Debt; God owed us nothing but Wrath; but we owe 
many Millions of Talents to his infinite Juſtice. In 24 
Word, it is free, in Oppoſition to all Motives from 
without God himſelt. There was nothing about us, 
to move him to pity us, Ten thouſand Things to move 
him to deſtroy us. Upon what Condition in us could 
God be moved to give his Chriſt to us, ſeeing our beſt FC 
Condition, before he give him in Poſſeſſion to us, is 415 
Condition of Sin and Miſery, Death and Thraldom? : 
But then again, (4.) God's giving of Chriſt for 211 
Covenant of the People, his giving him thus, I ſay, t: 
implies a Right and I itle that the People have to re-. 
ceive him: God's giving Chriſt, is the Foundation off: 
our Title to receive him; Faith, which is the actual 
Acceptance of the Gift, is the Mean of putting us ins 
Poſſeſſion; but it would be the Height of Preſumpti- . 


on, thus to take and receive, if there were no giving) 
Bo Joh! 
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ohn ill. 27. No Man recezveth any Thing, except it be g3- 
ven him from Heaven. As this Receiving then ſuppotes 
a Giving of Chriſt prior to the Receiving ; ſo this Gi- 
ving of Chriſt for a Covenant of the People, implies 
the People's Right and Title, and Warrant to receive 
him. There is a twofold giving of Chriſt, 1/t, A 
giving of Chriſt in Point of actual Poſſeſſion; and 
thus he is given to the Elect Soul in the Day of Be- 
lieving ; and this Giving is the Foundation of his Title 
to all Things in and through him; for, How will he 
not with him freely give us all Things ? Rom. viii. 32. 
And till a Man have an Intereſt in Chriſt thus, he hath 
no {aving Right to any Thing, no Right to a Com- 
munton- 4 able; nay, no Covenant Right to the Food of 
his Common-Table. 2dly, There is a giving of Chriſt 
in Point of Exhibition, and Goſpel-Offer; and thus he 
is given to the whole viſible Church, in the Diſpenſati- 
on of the Word; and this giving is the Foundation of 
our Title to receive Chriſt, and of our Claim of Right 
to take this Gift out of the Hand of the Giver. A 
Right of Poſſeſſion none have, till they believe; 
and take the Gift that is offered; but a Right of Accels, 
and Warrant to believe, all have, whether they be- 
liexe or not, and whether they take this Gift out of 
Ged's Hund or not. That Chriſt is God's Gift to a 
whole viſible Church, in this Senſe, is a great Pri- 
vilege, whatever the World think or ſay about it; 
and it is a Part of my Errard this Day, to tell you 
or it: If it be choaking Doctrine to any, and will nog 
go down, we cannot help it; it is Bible-Doctrine, and 
Geſpel-Loerine, and therefore we muſt preach it in 
his Name, who commands us to preach the Goſpel ta 
every Creature. But, I think, it ſhould be welcome 
Doctrine to all that hear me, that Chriſt is given to all 
the People in this Houſe, in the ſame Manner that the 
Mane was given to all the People of Old, Jen vi. 
where Chriſt, ſpeaking to all the promiſcuous 
Molticude, and making a Compariſon betwixt him- 
telt, and the Manna that tell about the Hou - — 
in the Wilderneſs, ſays, My Tather gideth you the true 
| ks E . E Bre ad 
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plies a Right and Title, and Warrant to receive; He 


34 ) 

Bread from Heaven; where the Revelation, and Offef 
bf Chriſt, is declared to be a Giving of him, before 
ever he be received, or believed on. It is ſuch a Gik 
and Grant, as warrants a Man to belieye, and receive 
the Giſt; for this End is he given to a periſhing World, 
Cod ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Sen, that whoſoever believeth on him, might not pe. 
riſh, but have Everlaſting Life. As the Braſen Ser- 
pent was given for a Common-Good to the whole 
Camp of Vrael, that whoſoever in all the Camp, being 
ſtung by the Fiery Serpents, looked thereto, might not 
Die, but Live; even ſo is Chriſt given as a Common- 
Good to poor ſtung Sinners, that, looking to him; 
they may be ſaved. Chriſt is given to all, in the Dif. 

enſation of this Goſpel : And O, it ſthould be glad 
Tidings of great Joy to all People, That to us a Child 
is born, to 8 a Son tis given, whoſe Name is called 
WONDERFUL. This Giving, in a general and de- 
finite Manner, to All, in the Golpel-Offer, may be; 
and is, for the moſt Part, where there is no Receiving; 
But there can be no Receiving of Chriſt, for Salvation, 
where there is not this Giving; for a Man can receive 
nothing, except it be given. This Giving, then, im- 


is ſo given to you, that all that pleaſe the Bargain; 
have Warrant to take Poſſeſſion. He is your own al- 
ready, Man, Woman, in the former Senſe, whether 
vou take him or not; as he laid to the Jews, He cam 
*; his own, and his own received him not: But Faith's|f 
Improvement of this Gift and Grant, among your 
Hands, would make him your own, in a peculiar 
Senſe, by actual Poſſeſſion. Thus, we have the Man. 
ner of his Ordination, to be the Covenant of the 
People; it is even by a free, and gracious Donation. 
The next Thing here, was, | 
4thly, The gracious Motive, Ground and Reaſon of 
this Divine Ordination, which is juſt the Divine Will, 
Iwill give. This Verb, muſt neceflarily be borrowed 
from the former Clauſe, I will hold thine Hand, and 
give The: for a Covenant of the People. I will give . 


3 

O Sovereign Reaſon! No Git in the World ſo free 
as Chriſt; When Men beſtow Gifts upon one another, 
there is lome impulſive Caule that excites them to it, 
d. drawn from their Relation to, or Intereſt in one ano- 
„cher; drawn from Services and Favours received, or 
expected from each other: But no ſuch impulſive 
Cauſe here; we have no Relation to God, but as his 
Enemies; we can do him no Service, but fin againſt 
him, therefore can merit nothing from him, hut his 
Curſe : His Reaſon of Doing, then, muſt be his on 
Sovereign Will. Men may rack their Wit, and ditpute 
about the Reaſon of God's Actings; but there would 
Ji be more calm Reaſoning in the World, abcut Golpel- 
Truths, if all our Realoning did ſtrike Sail to the 
5770 Sovereignty of Free-Grace, and ſtoop to that; He 
Ned will, becauſe he will; I will give thee. I think, this 
Will imports, 1. A Conſent, and Agreement: The 
be Counſel of Peace is concluded, Partics are both agreed ; 

will. 2. A Complacency, and Satisfaction, God is 
well pleaſed with this Device of his own infinite Wit- 


* om, well pleaſed with the Ranlom, and Ranſomer, 
im- This zs my Beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed ; 


taxe Pleaſure in giving him to be a Covenant of 
he People ; 1 will. 3. I think, it imports Authority: 


Ts Ihe Supreme Authority of the Eternal Godhead, 
© by hrce in One, is interpoſed in this Matter, for ordain- 
- M's Chrilt to this Work; I will. And, 4tbly, | think, 
amet 


t imports an expreſs Command, I will give Thee and 
this Command Chriſt ſpeaks, when he ſays, This 
ommandment have I received of my Father, to lay 
wwn my Life for my Sheep : And when he lays, Lo, 4 
me to do thy Will; by the which Will, we are ſan@:- 
ed, through the offering of the Bedy of Feſus Chriſt 
nce for all, Heb. x. 10. In a Word, it imports, 
Fhat the Sovereign Will of EH OVAH is the Rea- 
Wil. F. of all. And this may lead us to, and ſhall make 
ge the more brief upon the 


"wed TRAD v. 
He Fifth Thing propoſed, namely, the Reaſons of che 


GPectrine. Why is Chriſt given for a Covenant of che. 
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People? And here, I might ſhew, 1. Why he is 
given. 2. Why given for a Covenant. 3. Why given 
tor a Covenant of the People, of the Gentiles, 
1ſt. Why is he given, or exhibit by Way of Gift? 
Why, the grand Keaton is told already, even his So- 
vereign Will. Chriſt, the Great Ordinance of God 
for Man's Recovery, is diſpenſed freely by a grarui- 
tous Gitt, that Salvation may be by Grace, and that 
free Grace may get the whole Glory of it, trom the 
Foundation to the Copeſtone, with Shoutings of Grace, 
Grace to it. The giving of Chriſt to All, in the Gol- 
pel-Offer, is from Sovereign Grace, and muſt he ah- 
:olutely free and unconditional; for what in all the 
World is the Condition af the Offer? If Men be ina 
Sinful Condition, in a Miſerable Condition, in a Loft 
Condition, that is all the Condition and Qualificati- 
en, that I know, neceilary for making an Offer « 
Chriſt as a Saviour to them. If any clog the Goſpel 
Offer with Legal Terms and Conditions, they ir- 
eroach upon the Warrant, Miniſters have, to offer 
Whriſt to all, and the Warrant that all have to receive 
Him; yea, they incroach upon Sovereign Grace, which 
nath made this Grant and Offer of Chriſt, not te 
Devils, but to Men in the moſt extenſive Terms: J 
you, O Men, do I call, and my Voice is to the Som 
of Men. Again, the Giving of Chriſt to ſome, i 
actual Poſſeſſion, is from Sovereign Grace alſo; fo: 
tho' none can be poſſeſs'd of Chriſt, and his Benefit; 
till by Faith they receive him ; yet this Faith to re 
ceive, is given, as well as the Gift received by it 
Eph. ii. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith 
and that not of your ſelves, it is the Gift of Ged. | 
is given, by Vertue of an abſolute Promile ot the C 
venant, ſuch as that, Thy People ſhall be willing in th 
Day of thy Power; and fo, the Hand to take the Git! 
being it ſelf given out of the Covenant, the Covena! 
takes hold of the Man, before the Man can take ho. 
of the Covenant. Burt, 
2dly, Why is Chriſt given for a Covenant ? 1 of 
you only one great Reaſon of it; He is given for a C 
5 = yenan 


GE 
yenant, that God might have more Glory out of the 
Covenant of Works, by the ſecond Adam's Fulfilling of 


it, than he loſt by the firſt Adam's Breach and Vio- 


lation of it. The Law of Eternal Lite and Death 
was irrevelibly ſtated only by the Covenant of Works 
and tho' we be changed, yet the Covenant of Works 
is unchangeable : And as, by Vertue of the Stability 
of it, all the Chriſtleſs World are condemned, curſed, 
and die eternally ; fo, by Vertue of its being perfectly 
fulfilled by Chriſt, in whom only it is eſtabliſhed, all 
that are in him, are treed from Condemnation, and 
live eternally. What is the Covenant of Grace? I 
may fay, It is Chriſt's Fulfilling, for us, the Cove- 
nant of Works. We were Dehtors to the mandatory, 
and minatory Part of the Law, arraigned at the In- 
tance of Divine ſuſtice, to pay the Debt; Chriſt ſub- 
{titute himſelf in our Room, came under the Law, to 
pay the whole Debt due thereunto; and now, God gets 
more Glory, by his doing to, than he loſt by our vin. 
Herein he glorihed his Sovereign Majeſty, whoſe 
Authority was {o hainouſly violated by fuch a bale 
Creature as Man is, in that he received him not into 
his Favour, without a beeoming Reparation, made to 
his Honour, by the Intervention of a perfect Obedi- 
ence, and full Satisfaction. Herein he glorihed his 
infinite Wiſdom, in finding out a Mean to reconcile 
juſtice and Merey; to punifh the Sin, and yet to par- 
don the Sinner; to take Vengeance on Sin, to the very 
uttermoit, and yet to magnity his Mercy, while the 
Sinner is juſtified, accepted and ſaved, without his 
own Suffering. This is that, moaumolzia@ contre 
72 Oz3, The manifold Wiſdom of Ged. Herein he 
glorified his free Love, Goodneſs, and Pity, in ſub- 
ſecting his Life to ſuch a Death, and his Glory to 
tuch a Shame, and all to purchaſe ſuch vile and worth- 
leſs Creatures as we are, and to redeem us from eter- 
nal Wo and Miſery: As alfo, his almighty Power is 
here glorified, in ſupporting the Humane Nature o 


Chriſt under the vaſt Load ot Divine Wrath, and Law- 
Arſes. 


Herein he glorified his Holinels and * 
| ul. 
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fulneſs, in fulfilling, not only the Promiſe of the Law, 
as 2a Covenant of Works, even the Promiſe ot eternal 
Lite, made to perte& Obedience ; which, tho' we for- 
feited in our own Perſons, yet we recover in Chriſt ; 


the Condition of Life in the Covenant of Works being 


perfect Obedience Perſonal, and the Condition of 
Life here being perfect Obedience Imputed; and 
ſo the Promiſe of Life, upon the Ground of a per- 
fect Obedience, fulfilled to us in him: But allo divine 
Faithtulnels is glorified, in fulfilling all the Threat- 
nings of the Law, while we, who come under the Sen- 
tence of Death in the firſt Adam, undergo that Death 
in the ſecond Adam. In a Word, herein he glorifies 
his Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs, in the Remiſſion of Sins, 
thro' the Propitiation of Chriſt. Rom. 3. 25. Whom 
God hath ſet forth to be the Propitiation, through Faith 
zn his Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs for the Re- 
aniſſion of Sins that are paſt, through the Ferbearance of 
God. Herein is vindictive Juſtice diſplayed, in its 
promem Severity, in Chriſt's being the Sacrifice and 
ropitiation: And here is retributive Juſtice illuſtri- 
auſly declared, in the Sinner's being rewarded, juſti- 
fed, ſaved, upon the Blood and Sacrifice, the Obe- 
dience and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; yea, all the Per- 
fections of the great God ſhine gloriouſly in the 
Face of Chriſt, as in a beautiful and bright Conſtella- 
tion, 2 Cor. 4. 6. And for this Reaſon he gave him 
for a Covenant. 3dly, Why is he given for a Covenant 
of the People, of the Gentiles * Why! not only to 
ſhow his juſt Diſpleaſure at the Unbelief of the Fews, 
as we lee, Als 13. 46, 47. Rom. 11. 11, 19, 20. 
bat alſo to ſhew his Sovereignty, that he will have 
Mercy on whom he will have Mercy; and to ſhew his 
Truth, in fulfilling the ancient Prophecy concerning 
the calling of the Gentiles. It is long ſince God pro- 
miſed by Noah, ſaying, God ſball inlarge ſaphet, and 
be ſhall dwell in the Tents of Shem, Gen. 9. 27. Now, 
of Japhet came the Gentiles, Gen. 10. 5. And of Shem 
came the Jews. By the Poſterity of Japbet were or 
| Iles 
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to underſtand the Promile in the Context, 
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Ines of the Gentiles divided. The Iſles were ſolemfly; 
by Lot, divided among them (and probably this Iſle 
of Britain among the reſt) ſo that as Faphet's Dwel- 
ling in the Tents of Shem is a clear Prediction of the 
Converſion of the Gentils, and their ſucceeding to the 
Jews, in their Church- privileges; ſo this dire&s us 


The Iſles 
ſhall wait for his Law. He is given for a Covenant of 
the People, a Light of the Gentiles. Ina Word, he 
is given for a Covenant of the People, to ſhow 'the 
Extent and All-ſufficiency of his Grace, and the in- 
trinſick Value of his Blood. Suppoſe a Prince were 
ſetting up a Sanctuary, or City of Refuge, the Privi- 
leges whereof are not reſtricted to any Sort of Men, 
but extended to all, Gentiles, as well as Jews; would 
not this declare, that the Privileges of the Place are 
full and ample, ſo as, whoſoever comes to this Sanctua- 
ry, might be ſafe? Here alſo, in like Manner, the 
Sufficieney of the Merit of Chriſt, and the Fulneſs of 
nis Righteouſneſs is declared, inſomuch that none 
can, with any Shadow of Reaſon, exclude themſelves, 
be what they will, People, Gentiles, Dark, Blind, 
Impriſened ; ſeeing all Gentiles, who are called Degs, 
Aliens, Heatbens, Uncircumciſed, are included ; and 
ſeeing the Motto, written upon the Out-ſide of the 
Door ot theSanctuary, is, [Whoſoever will, let him come; 
all Comers are welcome, and Retulers left inexcu= 
ſable. 


APPLICATION | 

The Sixth Thing propoſed, was the Application 

of the whole. This Doctrine would admit of a yaſt 

Improvement, which we mult confine to as narrow 
bounds as poſſible ; and we may improve it, 


1. For Information. If it be ſo, that Chriſt, by Bi- 
vine Ordination, is thus the Covenant of the People. 


in the Glaſs of this Doctrine, we clearly ſee many pre- 
cious Goſpel Truths. And, 
1. Hence we may ſee, in what Way it is, that the 
the Ruin we brought upon our ſelves, by the 9 
77 2 an 
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0 
and Violation of the . cog of Works, is reparable: 
We have brought our ſelves into a moſt lamentable 
State by Sin; and we are irrecoverably loſt indeed, as 
to all that we can do for our own Help. O Iſrael, thou 
haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf. Who can repair that Ruin? 
There is a glorious Me, that ſays, In Me 7s thy Help, 
Hoſe. 13. 9. Who that Me is, is explained in our 
Text, even a God in Chriſt, the Glorious 7 and 
Thee; 1 will give Thee for à Covenant of the People, 
There is no Help, no ſuſtification for them now by a 
Covenant of Works; but Fl! give Thee for a Covenant 
to them; which, tho' it be all Works to thee, yet it 
ſhall be all Grace to them. The World is buſy caſting 
the Law of Works into this and the other handſom 
Shape, and pleaſing themſelves with a Fancy, that in 
this Way of Works, they may have Righteouſneſs and 
Life, to the Diſparagement of the Way of Grace, to 
the Deſtruſtion of their own Souls, and to the Dif 


honour of Chriſt, who alone is the Covenant of the 


People. 

2. Hence we ſee the Greatneſs of that Love of God 
towards poor Sinners, in giving ſuch a great and glo- 
rious Perſon as Chriſt, and that for ſuch a great and 
glorious End, as to be a Covenant of the People; God 
fo loved the World, as to give his only begotten Son, &c, 
Chriſt came not to be a Covenant of the People, 
without Commiſſion, Call, and Ordination from his 
Father. He had Authority from the Father to do all 
that he did about the Covenant; I will give thee for 
a Covenant. Let not our Notions of God be ſo grols, 
as to think, that Gad the Father is of an implacable 
Nature, full of Severity; and that the Son only is of a 


' oxy meek Nature, full of Lenity towards Sinners. 


ay, God the Father was the firſt, in Order of · Na- 
ture, that made the Motion anent Man's Redemption; 
Chriſt was appointed, authorized, and given of him: 
Behold, the Love of God hath gone to its utmoſt 
Height, in giving Chriſt, for he cannot give a greater 
Gift; and the Love of Chriſt allo hath gone to its 
ut moſt, in conſenting hereto, and giving * 
an 


— — 
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ind all this to be no leſs than a compleat Covenant of 
the People. Becauſe the People can do nothing, there- 
fore he leaves them nothing to do of themſelves ; TU 


give thee for a Covenant. 


3. Hence we may ſee a Teſt of the true Religion, 
All Schemes, that center not in Chriſt, are to be re- 
jected; and all Schemes of the Covenant, that make 
not Chriſt to be the All of it, are to be renounoed: 
I I can find nothing in the Covenant but Chriſt, ſure- 
ly U find enough, and I find all that my Text makes 
of it; and if the World make it a new Scheme, at their 
Peril be it. But this I ſay, that every Scheme, that 
leads to Self, and takes off from Chriſt, is a falſe and 
ruinous Scheme; Yea, every Doctrine, that ad vances 
any Thing to be a Rival with him, and mingles our 
filthy Rags with his excellent Robes. - The ſecond 
Adam came not. to 1 and amend old Adam's 
Coat, as ſome expreſs it, but to give us a wholly new 
Carment of his own making, and dyed with his own 
Blood : I'll give thee for a Covenant, Our chief Buſi- 
nels, as Miniſters of the Goſpel, is to trumpet forth 
the tranleendent Excellency of Chriſt, and to deſire to 
know nothing but Chriſt, and him crucified, , and as 
the All of the Covenant, for making People both haps. 

y and holy. HS 
4. Hence we may fee theBeliever's Freedom from the 


Has as a Covenant of Works: He is not under the 


aw, but under Grace; having cloſed with Chriſt, 
hriſt is now all the Covenant that he is under: He 
5 freed both from the Do and the Die, the Command 
and the Threatning of the Covenant of Works : They 
are made void to him through Chriſt ; for he is not un- 


Her it, either to be juſtified or condemned; he is not 


nder its Command to be juſtified for his Obedience, 
or under its Threatning and Sanction to be condem- 
ed for his Diſobedience, as it is a Covenant; for, There 
s no C:ndemnation to them that are in Chriſt. It is 


" @rue, as the Law is a Rule of Obedience, he remains 


nder it, as much, and more than ever, and ſtands 
bliged thereby to ſtudy e and his Diſobe- 


( a2 ) 

dience may bring upon him Rods and 1 and 
all the terrible Effects of God's fatherly Dilpleaſure, 
upon Soul and Body; but as it is a Rule ot Acceptance, 
a Condition of Life, or a Covenant of Works, he hath 
nothing to do with it, nothing to expect from it, nothing 
to fear by it: He hath nothing to do with it, any more 
than a Wife hath to do with a dead Husband, Rom. 7, 
4. Te are dead to the Law, by the Body of Chriſt, that ye 
might be married to another, even to him that is raiſed 
trom the Dead, that ye might bring forth Fruit unto Gad. 
He is not to bring forth Fruit any more to the dead 
Husband, the Law, but to Chriſt the living Husband. 
He hath nothing to expect from it, no Life, no Righ 
teouſneſs, no Happineſs, no Holineſs by his own le 
gal Obedience, but only by Chriſt, a better Cove 
nant; and he hath nothing to fear by it, no Hell, no 
Death, no Damnation, no Condemnation, no Liable 

nels thereto. | 
And hence, 5. We ſee what Place the Believer's O 
bedience hath in the Covenant of Grace: His Obedi 
ence hath no place here, in point of Cauſality, or pre 
per Federal Conditionality; for this were to turn 
into the {ame place it had in the Covenant of Works 
where tho there was no Merit of Condignity (I know 
few will dare to ſay fo) yet there was a Merit by P. 
ction; that is to ſay, there was a Promiſe of Life mad 
to Works and Obedience, Do and Live: But in the 
Covenant of Grace, we aſſert, againſt all Popiſh De 

ctrine whatloeyer, That there is no ſuch Reward 
Work, Obedience, or perſonal Holineſs, upon Compa 
and Promiſe; becauſe the Tenor of this Covenant rut 
upon the Condition of Chriſt's Obedience and Rights 
ouſneſs, apprehended by Faith. Goſpel-holinels is 
manifold Neceſſity in the New Covenant; but the Pri 
miſe of Life is not here made to the Work, but to ti 
Worker; and to the Worker, not for his Work, by 
for the Merit of Chriſt: As for Inſtince, Be thou faith 
Jul to the Death, and I will give thee the Crown 
Life; the Promile is not made to Fidelity, but to ti} 
laithtul Perſon, whoſe Fidelity is a Sign that he is 


mri 


Chriſt, in whom all the Promiles are Tea and Amen. 
If the Law had now the Promile of Life to our Obedi- 
ence, we ſhvuld not have Life and Salvation any other 
Way but by the Law, and by the Works thereof, Gal. 
iii. 21. If there bad been a Law given that could have 
given Life, verily Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by 
the Law : Therefore our Obedience now is not a Caule 
or Condition, but a neceſſary Effect of the Covenant, 
and Qualification of all that are within the Covenant, 
yea, all whom this Covenant takes hold of; it makes 
them holy: And therefore, without Holineſs no Man 
ſhall ſee God, becauſe without Holineſs no Man hath 
this effective Evidence of his being within this holy 
Covenant. 

6, Hence we may ſee, what are the Motives that 
now ſhould influence the Believer in his Obedience. 
It Chriſt be the All of the Covenant, and that he is 
looled from all his former Relation to the Covenant of 
Works, he is not to obey either from 4 legal Hope of 
Heaven, or tlaviſh Fear of Hell: Not from a legal 
Hope of Heaven, for the Covenant ſecures the Purchaſe 
of that by Chriſt's perfect Obedience; nor from a ſlaviih 
Fear of Hell, for the Covenant hath ſecured Freedom 
from that by Chriſt's complete Satisfaction: The prin- 
cipal Motive is the Love of Chriſt conſtraining, the 
Love of a God in Chriſt,who is given for à Covenant of 
thePeople. God deals not with Believers now according 


to the Covenant of Works, neither ought they to deal 


with him as if they were under it: They ought to 
Mourn for Sin, to Repent, to Confeſs, to beg Pardon, 
but not in a Legal Way, as if they had to do with a 
wrathful Judge, but as having to do with a mercitul 


Father in Chriſt : They are to yield Obedience to the 
© Law, not out of a ſgrvile Fear of Hell and Wrath, but 
out of a Child-like Love and willing Mind; fo far as 


the Believer a&s otherwiſe, ſo far he 1s under a Spirit 
of Bondage: Ncither ought the Beitever to act from 


ii Dread and Fear of his being diſinherited; fo far as 


he does ſo, it is not an Act of Faith, but of Unbelief; 


ver he cannot view this Covenant, and yet {ce himſelf 
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left at an Uncertainty. There is no Liableneſs te a 
Forfeiture of its Privileges, Chriſt is the Covenant of 
the People. | | 
7. Hence ſee, if Chriſt be the Covenant of the Peo- 
ple by God's Ordination, why the Believer is to take 
the Law only out of the Hand of a Mediator, and yet 
is not without Law to God; when he is under the Law 
to Chriſt. He is not to view it in the firſt Covenant- 
form in the Hand of an abſolute God, but only in 
Chriſt, and as it is caſt into a new Covenant-term : And 
the original Authority of the Law 1s not hereby dil- 
ſolved, nor Obligation to Obedience diminiſhed, but 
rather ſtrengthned and ſweetned, in regard that this Au- 
thority does now run only in this ſweet and bleſſed 
Channel, by the Father's Ordination; yea, the Ceator's 
Authority and Sovereignty is in Chriſt, and the whole 
Pulnets of the Godhead and by the Voice of God the 
Father from the Excellent Glory, ſaying, This is my bels. 
ved Sen in whim J am well pleaſed, hear ye bim. Me 
are ſo much obliged, by the Father's Appointment, to 
obey him, and take the Law only out of his Hand, that, 
if we do it not, we condemn the Authority of the Fa- 
ther, and run crols to this Divine Ordination. | 
8. Hence ſee, it Chriſt be the All of the Covenant, 

then Believers have all Things in Chriſt. Chriſt being 
the Covenant of the People, this Covenant is all bit 
Salvaticn, and all his Defire : All his Salvation is here; 
and well may the Believer jay in the Exerciſe of Faith, 
In Chriſt I have all Things at once, ncither need I any 
Thing more that is neceſſary to Salvation; this Cove: 
nant is all my Salvation. He may ſay, in the Point 
of ſuſtification, Chriſt is my Rightecuſreſs, my Trex: 
ſure, my Work, my Coverant, my All, yea, my All 
in All, for in him dwelleth all the Fulneſs f the Ged 
head beodtly, and Believers are compleat in him, who f 
Ged is made to them Wiſdom, Rightecuſneſs, Sandij 
cation, and Redemption, © | 

* 'g. Hence we may ſee, if Chriſt he given for a Co 
venant of the People, that the Goſpel, ſtrictly an 
properly taken, is a Bundle of good News, pon II 
x 3 | ings 


; C2 | 
dings, and gracious Yromiles ; our Text is a Sum of 
the Goſpel, and it is a free Promiſe, / will give thee 


:r @ Chuenant of the People : There is no Frecept or 
Command here; the Law is properly a Word ot Pre- 
cept, but not the Golpel ; the Law commands all, and 
the Goſpel promiſes all. It were a Diſparagement to the 
Divine Law, as if it were not pertect and exceeding 
broad, if there were any Duty we are called unto not 
enjoined therein; Why ? are there no Commands in 
the Gol pel, lay ſome ? We are ready, dirs, to contound 
the Dilpenſation of the Goſpel, with the Goſpel it 
ſelf; and this makes much Wrangling on this Head. 
The Goſpel, largely taken for the Dilpen:ation thereof, 
bath the whole Law in it, ſubler vient thereunto; but 
ſtrictly taken, it is aquite other Thing than the Law of 
Commandments. Faith and Repentance may be called 
Goſpel-Commands, it you [pzak of the Diſpenſition of 
the Goſpel; but it you ipeak of the Goſpel it telf, they 
come in under another Conſideration. We are to di- 
ſtinguila betwixt Duties and Graces : Faith and Re- 
pentance, as they are Duties, are commanded in the 
Law z. but as they are Graces, they are promiled in 
the Golpel. We are to diſtinguiſh betwixt a nzw 
commanded Duty, and a new preſented Object; The 
Goſpel preſents a new Object of taith, a God in 
Chriſt; but the ſame Law that was from the Begin- 
ning, obliges us to believe whatever new Revelation 
God makes: If we underſtand it ſafely, then we ma 
ſay, the Law obliges us to believe the Goſpel; and 
therefore he that believeth not the Goſpel, is con- 
demned already by the Law, Fob iii. 18. and his Con- 
demnation ſhall be more aggravated, than if this new 
Object of Faith had never been prelented, or if this 
new Light had never come into the World, v. 19. 

10. Hence, If Chrilt be given as the Covenant of 
the People, then we may lee the Nature of Faith, and 
its appropriating Quality. When God lays, I will 
wi 1ee as a Covenant of the People, Faith lays 
omething by Way of Anſwer correſponding with the 
Revelation and Teſtimony of God: God lays, I gives 
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Faith ſays, I take; God ſays, I give bim for a Cove. 
nant ; Faith ſays, 1 take him for a Covenant; God 
ſays, I give him for a Covenant of the People; Faith 
ſays, I am one of the People, I take him for my Co- 
venant, my own Covenant, my own All; It is the 
Peoples Covenant in the general Offer, but my Co- 
venant in the particular Application of Faith; Faith 
breaks the Shell, and cats the Kernel. The general 


| Dilpenſation of the Goſpel ſays, He is given far a Co- 


venant of the People; the particular Application of 
Faith ſays, He is given for a Covenant to me; God 
Jays, I gzve him; Faith ſays, I take him as a Gift, a 
free Gitt 3 God ſays, I give him, it is I that give him; 
Faith ſays, Lord, I take him as 1hy Gitt, as GOD's 
Gift; God ſays, I will give him, it is my Will to do 
it; Faith ſays, Thy Will be done, even ſo I take him 
according to thy Will, Amen, ſo be it; and all the 
People ſhould hy Amen, and every one for himſelf 
ſhould ſay Amen, to God's Offer, and receive and 
reſt upon him alone for Salvation, as he is offered; 
and in ſo doing believe, that through the Grace of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt they ſhall be ſaved, Ads xv. 11. 

11. Hence, If Chriſt be thus given for a Covenant of 
the People, ſee the Ground of Faith that all the Hea- 
rers of the Goſpel have: Why? the Offer is univerſal 
to all that hear the Goſpel, I give him for a Covenant 
of the People. Let Arminians maintain, at their} 
Peril, their «niverſal Redemption; but we muſt main- 
tain, at our Peril, the univerſal! Offer: Neceſlity is 
laid upon us, and Wo to us, if we preach not this Gol- 

to every Creature. Chriſt is ſo far given to all the 

eople that hear the Goſpel, that it is warrantable for 
them to receive the Gift; it is no Preſumption for 
them to take what God gives, they ſhall not be guilty 
of vitious Intromiſſion in ſo doing; nay, they ſhall be 


. guilty, they ſhall be damned, if they believe not, and 


take not God's Gift. It is true, Reprobates will ex- 
clude themſelyes, but this Goſpel-Offer does not ex- 
elude them; they have as fair a revealed Warrant to 
believe, as the Ele& haye. We cannot ſay, you are an 


Ele& Man, you are 


CER. 
an Ele& Woman, therefore be- 
lieve; we have no ſuch Commiſhon : Nay, God, by this 


Goſpel, caſts the Covenant in among all the People, 
ſaying, Whoſoever will,let him take ; wholoever pleaſes, 
let him take, and in taking, he ſhall have a Proof of 
his being an Ele& : As it is ſaid of the Jews, To them 
belong the Covenant and the Promiſes ; ſo ſay I to you 
Gentiles, The Coyenant belongs to you, the Promiſe 
is to you and to your Children; you have a Right 
and Warrant to take all, and this Right was ſealed to 
you in Baptiſm, and is proclaimed to you in this Goſ- 
pel, and you ſhall be inexcuſable if you improve it 
not; you will have none to blame for your Damnation 
but your ſelves, and your own Enmity. and III-will; 
Ju will not come to me that you might have Life. I 
would have gathered you, and you would not. | 
12. Hence we may ſee the Certainty of the Conver- 
ſion of the Elect; whole Converſion in particular is 
God's great End and Deſign in exhibiting Chriſt as the 
Covenant to the People in general. It is with a De- 
ſign to give Chriſt to them in Poſſeſſion, that he gives 
him to a viſible Church in the Goſpel-Offer. It is for 
the Elect's Sake that the Reprobate have an Offer of 
Chriſt ; and if once all the Ele& were gathered, the 
Sound of this Silver Trumpet of the Goſpel ſhall be 
heard no more. The Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is the 
Mean which he ſ{anctifies and bleſſes to that End, for 
working and begetting of Faith in all the Ele&, whoſe 
Names, as I ſaid betore, are all recorded in the origi- 
nal Draught of the Covenant, which is indeed a ſealed 
Writ, that we have nothing to do with, till once we 
have ſubſcribed the open Copy that is here before us 
all. However, this Work is not left arbitrary to the 
Wilt of Men, otherwiſe none would ever be willing; 
tor all are Enemies, and the Power of Enmity is in- 
tuperable by Men: Therefore our Text promiles, not 
only the Means, the general Donation of Chriſt inthe 
indefinite Offer, but alſo the Power, the effectual Ap- 
plication of Covenant»Grace, to the Converſion of all 


whom Chriſt did undertake tor. Why? The Cove- 
| nant 


nant, here exhibited, is propoſed as a Covenant of 
Light, Light to the Gentiles, to remove HED 


Darkneſs; a Covenant of Sight, to open bli Eyes, 
and fo to remove ſpiritual Blindneſs; and a Covenant 
of Liberty, to remove ſpiritual Bondage to Sin and 
Satan; all which denote effectual Vocation, which is 
a being brought from Darknels to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan unto God. And hence we ſee, how 
effectual Vocation and ſaving Faith followed upon this 
very Goſpel · O iſpenſation, Acts xiii. 47, 48. So that an 
effectual Application of Coyenant-Grace is here pro- 
miſed to Chriſt, in Behalf of all that were given to 
him: It is abſolutely promiſed, that He ſhall ſee his 
Seed, and ſee the Travel of his Soul. The Election 
ſhall obtain, and all that the Father hath given him, 
ſhall come to him; and yet we ſee that the Accompliſh- 
ment hereof, is by Ways and Means of his Appoint- 
ment, in the general Invitation ard Call of the Gof- 
pel. God, by his Will of Precept revealed, com- 
mands all, wherever the Goſpel comes, to believe; 
and he mocks none, for all that do believe, ſhall cer- 
tainly be ſaved: And tho* none have Power to make the 
Mears effectual, yet the utmoſt Attendance to the 
general Call of the Goſpel, is of the utmoſt Concern- 
ment to your Souls tor Eternity; for who knows that 
he is not of that Number, whom Chriſt covenanted 
for, and will make it effectual unto? But ſo vaſt and 
comprehenſive is this Doctrine, that I might begin a- 
new, to give a Bundle of mo Interences therefrom. 

1. Hence we may ice the miſerable Circumſtances 
of all Unbelievers, that hear this Goſpel, and yet re- 
fuſe God's Gift of Chriſt as a Covenant: They continue 
under a Covenant of Works, both in its command- 
ing and condemning Power. That they are under its 
condemning Power, is evident; for, ſays Chriſt, 
He that believeth net, is condemned already: And 
that they are under its commanding Power, is evi- 
dent alſo; for, iays the Apoſtle, They are Debtors to 
do the while Law, Gal. 5. 2. In Adam's Covenant, 
they remain under Obligation to Duties and Puniſn- 
| ment, 


Can = 
„went, as long as they are not intereſted in the new Co⸗ 
of venant. Tho' by the Goſpel they are obliged to ſeek 
ua Title to Life, through Chriſt's Obedience, and Free- 
©5, dom from Wrath, through his Satisfaction; yet, while 
ant this Covenant is flighted, they remain obliged, in 
ind their own Perſons, to yield perfe& Obedience, upon 
115 Pain of Damnation; if they be not under the Com- 
OM mand with the Promiſe, Do and Live, they are under 
OW BU the Command with the Threatning, Do and be Dam- 
his ned. They are in a milerable State; for the leaſt 
an Failure, in Obedience to the Command, brings them 
ro; under the whole Curſe of the Threatning, and Wrath 
120 ¶ of the eternal God, while they will not have a better 
bis Y covenant. 2 
MY 2. Hence we may ſee the Folly of all that prefer any 
um ruining Covenant to this Covenant, which God gives 
in. for our Relief. The Covenant of Works is now a 
Nt ¶ ruining Covenant, yet may prefer this Covenant to 
50. chriſt, the Covenant of the People. They prefer their 
dun Doing to Chriſt's Doing, while they cannot believe 
Ve 3 they ſhall have Acceptance with God upon Chriſt's 
der? Doing and Obedience; and yet they will hope, that 
the it they do their beſt, then God will accept of them. 
the 0 proud Devil, that thus makes the Dung of thy Dus 
r ties of more Acccount than the perfect Obedience of the 
bat Son of God ! The Covenant with Hell is alſo a ruining 
ted Covenant, and yet the World prefers this allo to this 
and glorious Covenant, while they are in League with their 
1 4 ¶Luſts, and prefer their baſe Idols to the Son of God, Tee 
3. Hence we may ſee the Difference betwixt the 
ces Law and the Goſpel, the Covenant of Works, and the 
re Covenant of Grace. The Law promiſes nothing but 
nue upon our Doing; the Goſpel promiſes nothing, but 
ind: upon Chriſt's Doing; He is the Covenant of the People. 
The Covenant of Works promiſes Life, it we obey in 
rice eur own Perſons; the Covenant of Grace promiſes 
And Nite, if we obey in our Surety. The Condition of the 
eV covenant of Works, and the Covenant of Grace bothg 
ste hs perfect Obedience; but here lies the Differencez 


art, Ithe Condition of the Covenant of Works is perfect Obes 
niſn- 5 G | 455 
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dience perſonal; the Condition of the Covenant of 


50 


Grace is perfect Obedience imputed, and convey- 
ed to us by a Faith of God's Operation. Vet 
both Law and Goſpel are ſweetly fubſervient, the 
one to the other, and work to one another's Hand; 
while the Law declares what Obedience God requires, 
and the Goſpel provides that Obedience, and points 
out Chriſt as the All of it; ſo that Faith does not make 
void the Law, but eſtabliſhes it, and makes it honou- 
Table, Ce. - Chriſt hath fulfilled the Condition of the 
Covenant, to the Father's Contentment; The Lord ij 
well pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs Sake, for he bath 
megnified the Law, and made it honourable, 

4. Hence we may ſee the Difference betwixt God 
Covenant of Grace, and our Covenant of Duties. Our 
Covenant of Duties is either private and perſonal, or 
publick and national. If by perſonal covenanting, he 
either meant believing at firſt, and laying Hold on 
God's Covenant, or the Believer's engaging, through 
Grace, to ſerve the Lord, in all the Duties of Religion! 
It is indeed the Duty and Honour of every Perſon, 
to be thus engaged. Publick and national Covenan- 
ting is alſo the Duty and Honour of a Land; it was the 
Glory of Scotland, that we were ſolemnly in Covenant, 
wherein our Fortathers, for themſelves and their 
Poſterity, engaged, and [wore againſt Popery, Prelacy, 
Superſtition, and every Thing contrary to the Word 
of God, and to the Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip, and 
Government of the reformed Church of Scotland; and 
that as we ſhould answer to Jeſus Chriſt in the great 
Day, and under the Pain of God's everlaſting Wrath, 
and of Infamiy, and Loſs of all Honour and Reſpe inf 
this World : And, O may not our Hearts bleed, to think 
on our Deje&ion from old covenanted Principles, and 
Violation of Engagements; yea, of the Burning and Bu- 
tial of our Covenants, and many Grave-ſtones laid upon 
the Sepulchre ; alſo, the Prevalency of abjured Poper) 
In the Land, without being duly lamented ; and the o- 
pep Introduct on of abjured Prelacy, and Engliſh Popiſp 


eremonies and Service, in many Places of the Land, 
without 
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without being duly relied, againſt ; but the Zeal of 
- of fEmany running in another contrary Channel? Is it any 
ey- Wonder, then, that the Infamy, and Loſs of Honour 

gd Reſpect in this World, mentioned in that Covenant, 
hath come upon us, While our Honour as a Nation, and 

lory as a Church, is ſunk into the horrible Pit, and 
filthy Mire of Infamy, Bondage, Slavery, and Con- 
tempt? However, Covenant-Ubligation to Duty is 
hat we ſtill ſtand under; tho* many be aſhamed of, 
and refuſe to own theſe Obligations, yet it is the 
lory of our Land, however it be now defaced. Ard 
herefore, let us even, in our Approaches to a Com- 
union-Table, go foreward, lamenting our ſinful 
efection from the covenanted Reformation, acknow- 
edging our ſolemn Covenant- Obligation; and hoping, 
hat the Lord will, in due Time, revive a covenanted 
ork, and pour out a Spirit of Reformation. But 
et us withal remember, there is a vaſt Difference be- 
wixt God's Covenant and our Covenant, betwixt his 
Promiſe and our Promiſe: We may break and change 
thouland Times, but the Covenant of Grace is un- 
hangeable, and ſtands faſt in Chriſt. Many poor 
hriſtians miſtake Mattors ſadly, by confounding their 
ovenant and Engagement to Duty, with God's Co- 
enant of Grace. They covenant to ſerye the Lord, 
nd the next Day they break it; O] ſays the Man, the 
ovenant of Grace is broken: Groſs Ignorance ! the 
ovenant of Grace is a quite other Thing. Therefore, 
5. Hence we may infer, If Chriſt be given for a 
ang{Lovenant of the People, the tranſcendent Excellency 
oreatſ} f1is, above all other Covenants, whether of Legal- 
rath orks, or Goſpel-Duties, For here, the Father is 
& in romiſing to the Son, that he ſhould be a Covenant of 
think de People; and ſo it imports all the excellent Quali- 
es and Properties, that can be in a Covenant. 1. If 
hriſt he given of God, for a Covenant of the People 
en it is a Divine Covenant, a Covenant of God's 
per) aking, and not of ours; it was made when we knew 
he o. thing about it; it was made when we were nothing, 
Popiſhſſe@> when we were foreſeen to be a Company of loſt 
G 2 and 
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and undone Sinners : oo; made it with his Son, and 
eſtabliſhed all the Articles, Promiſes, and Bleſſings of 
it, before the Foundation of the World was laid; yea, 
It is God that makes the Ele& Soul,in a Day of Power, 
to take up the Extract of it, to read it, to love it, ta 
Hgnit. Again, 2. If Chriſt be given for a Covenant 
of the Peeple, then it is a free Covenant, altogether 
free, abſolute, and unconditional to us. It is a Co- 
venant given of God, I will give thee for a Covenant. 
Our legal Hearts are ſtill for giving ſomething to God, 
and for giving him this, and the other Service, in 
hope of pleaſing, and pacifying him, and doing ſo and 
ſo, in Order to Acceptance with him. Nay, but ſays 
God, your giving me is vain, unleſs I give you; 
your giving is not the Way of it, but I'll give, and 
you ſhall take. The Legaliſt is ay for giving, but 
the Believer is ay for taking; you muſt know that 
here you have nothing to give, but to take. There is 
an Order indeed oblerved in the Covenant, and in 
God's giving : There is a Condition of Conne&ion 
betwixt one Bleſſing and another; firſt, the Spirit of 
Faith is given, and then by Faith the Man takes 
other Bleſſings, and receives of Chriſt's Fulnels, 
Grace for Grace. Here God gives all, and Faith takes 
all. All that is required, is given; and all that is gi. 
ven, is given freely. Faith it ſelf does but receive: 
Right; it does not giye one: It acts in a Way of tx 
King what God gives ; it takes the Covenant that 
God gives, it takes the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which 
is the meritorious Condition of the Covenant, and 
io is the Means of our being accounted righteous 
Not a Promiſe of Life, or of . eternal Reward, can 
the Believer lay Claim to, but in Chriſt ; for all the 
Promiſes are in him Tea, and in him Amen; in hin 
in him, twice over, as I ſaid already: Why? 
cannot claim any one Promiſe in our own Name, upo 
1 any Goſpel- condition, though by tx 
elps of Grace; for then, though it were never { 
ſmall, it were of Debt to us: But our only Claim is 1 


him, that is, in the Right of our elder Brother Je 
N = Chuik 
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ric; and thus it is 4 LS to him, but only of 
Grace to us: And thus, God is not a Dehtor to | 
but to himlelf, to his own Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs, 
and to his Son Jeſus Chriſt. It either Faith or Obe- 
dience were a proper Condition, then there were a 
Sulpending the Acts of God, upon ſome Actings of 
the Creature; which, ſays an Eminent Divine (Dr. 
Owen) cannot be, without ſubjecting Eternity to 
Time, the Firſt Cauſe to the Second, the Creator to 
the Creature. 3. Again, It Chriſt be the Covenant of 
the People, then it is a full Covenant, having all 
Things in it; it hath Grace and Glory in it, Happi- 
nels and Holineſs in it, Peace and Pardon, yea, Chriſt, 
who is All in all, is in it; for he-is the All of it. Who 
can- tell me of a Grace, or gracious Quality, that does 
not ſpring out of this Covenant, and the Promiſes of 
it? It takes in all the Promiles made to Chriſt, and to 
us. Some Promiles are Conſtitutive of the Covenant, 
as theſe betwixt the Father and the Son, concerning 
a Seed; and here, Chriſt hath ſome peculiar Promiſes 
appropriate to him, which are not afforded to us in 
the fame Manner and Degree: Others are Executive, 
or referring to the Execution, and Application of it, 
as, Heb. x. 11, 12, Some are principal, and concern 
the End, Eternal Lite; others leſs principal, and con- 
cern the Means, whether internal, as the Spirit and 
Faith, or external, as Ordinances, all is comprized 
in the Covenant. 4. Again, It Chriſt be the Covenant, 
then it is a ſure Covenant, the ſure Mercies of David. 
This Foundation of God ſtands ſure : This Covenant 
is ſecured by the Oath of God to his Eternal Son, 
Once have 1 ſworn by my Holineſs, that 1 will not lie 
unto David. He he hath ſworn, that the Bargain 
ſhall Rand, inſomuch that if all the Devils in Hell 
mould attack the weakeſt Believer in Chriſt, or that 


ever looked towards a covenanted Chriſt, they can» 


not ruine him, it is impoſſible; for the Covenant, in 
which he is wrapt up, 1s eſtabliſhed, drawn up, and 
concluded betwixt Two unchangeable Perſons, in 


the 


- * 


the Holy Ghoſt, one 3, and the ſame 


Will eſfentially with the Father and the Son; The 
Lord hath ſworn, and will not repent, Thou art a 
Prieſt for e ver. The Parties of the Covenant of Grace 
are not God. and Man, but God. and Chriſt ; and the 
Believer is no otherways a Party, but in Chriſt: And 
here is a Bottom of everlaſting Conſolation, that Chriſt 

rd he, are within one and the ſame Covenant ; and 
it-ſtands as ſure to them, as it ſtands faſt in him. In 
a Word, If Chriſt be the Covenant, then it is a glori- 
ous Covenant, a holy Covenant, an everlaſting Cove- 
nant ; but I omit a great deal of Particulars, that 1 
might here mention. * 

Hence we may infer, what is the Marrow of 
the Goſpel-Feaſt' in the Sacrament of the Supper ; it 
is even Chriſt, given of God, to be the Covenant of 
the People; for in the Sacrament, Chriſt,” and the Be- 
nefits of the New Covenant, are repreſented, ſealed, 
and applied to Believers. To take the Sacrament, is 
nothing but a Mock, if People do not in it ſacra- 
mentally. really, and believingly take Chriſt, as the 
Covenant of the People : Yea, the Sacrament of the 
Supper is the Seal of the Covenant, confirming to the 
Believer all the Promiſes thereof; This is the New 


\ Teſtament in amy Blood. The Covenant is ſure enough 


in it ſelf; but the Believer is never too ſure of it, 
while he hath Unbelief in him: And therefore, God 
hath condeſcended to give us all that we could require 
of the moſt faithleſs and diſhoneſt Man upon the Face 
of the Earth, that we may believe him ; not only his 
Word, and Vrit, and Oath, but his Seal too; and all 
hath enough ado, to confirm the Believer's Faith; 
— nothing will confirm and ſtrengthen his Faith, 
t the ſame Almighty Power of God which wrought 
it at firſt, even the Power whereby he raiſed Chriſt 
from the Dead. Yet, in theſe Means, he uſes to con- 
vey his Power for that End, and therefore the Believer 
is to uſe them: I ſay, the Believer, becauſe none, who 
by Unbelief refuſe the Covenant, are to meddle with 
the Seal thereof, to profane it; yea, they that * — 
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| Seal, and refuſe the Covenant, 225 ſeal their own Con- 


demnation ; for, being under the Covenant of Works, 
they ſeal no other Covenant, than that which they are 
under; and ſo they ſeal themſelves , up under the 
Bondage and Cryle of the Covenant of Works, which is 
the heayy Curſe of the Great God. But now, paſſing 
all other Uſes, I come to cloſe with a Word, 

If. For Exhortation. If God hath given Chriſt 
to be the Covenant of the People, then the native 
Exhortation is, 1. That all tbe People take the Co- 
venant that God is here giving them. And, 2, That 
21] who take this Covenant, take the Seal thereof in 
the Sacrament of the Supper. But at the Time, I 
confine my ſelf to the Firſt of theſe. The 1. Ex- 
hortation is to all the People that hear me, T hat ſeeing 
God makes Offer of his Chriſt to you, and gives him 
2s a Covenant of the People, you would take his Gift 
off his Hand. I am come to make an Offer of Chriſt, 
zs the All of the Covenant, to you in his Name, who 
is the Covenant, and in his Father's Name, who gives 
him for a Covenant of the People. If you go-to a 
Coammunion-Table, and take the Seal of the Covenant, 
delore you take the Covenant it ſelf, you'll but mock 
God, and ſer agSeal to a Blank yea, you'll ſeal your 
Covenant wich Hell, and trample under Foot the Blood 
of the eyerlaſting Covenant: And therefore, I call 
you all, before-hand, to come and take the Covenant. 
know not how the Call will be entertained ; many 
will Night it, but yet we muſt make the Offer in 
God's Name, who bids us preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature, I know,that you cannot and will not embrace 
the Offer, without Divine Almighty Power be extended; 
but he ules to make the Golpel-ofter the Channel of 
tis Power to win Souls to himſelf. I know, moreover, 
that as you're unworthy of ſuch an Offer, and I moſt 
unworthy to make ſuch an Offer; ſo you would mind, it 
is nat me you have to do with, but the Great and Eternal 
God, that is offering his Son to you for a Covenant this 
Day: And as it ſets ſuch a glorious God to make ſuch a - 
glorious Offer; fo it ſets no vile Sinner here to ** 
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| ( 36 ) 
the Offer : And debe 5r refuſe you muſt, there 
is no Middle; either you muſt receive or reject Chriſt 
this Day, for he is offered univerſally, to all the 
People here for a Covenant. | know further, that 
It is one of the hardeſt Things in the World, for Men 
to perſwade themſelves, that God is in earneſt in offe. 
ring Chriſt to then, and giving Chriſt to them in par. 
ticular : And yet, becauſe this is the very Porch and 
Avenue of Faith, O plead that God would deliver 
you from ſuch blaphemous Thoughts, as tend to give 
the Lie to the God ot Truth, who ſwears by his Life, 
that he hath no Pleaſure in you Death. Men hall 
find to their Coſt. that he --alled them in earneſt to 
believe, when he damns them in earneſt for their Un- 
belief; for he that believes not ſhall be damned. [ 
know further, that many deceive themſelves with 2 
temporary Faith, thinking they take Chriſt, when 
there is no Faith of Divine Operation, but a counterfeit 
Faith of their own forging : However, the Covenant 
muſt be opened, and Chriſt off-red, tho' he ſhould be 
a.Stumbling-block to many, over which they fall, and 
break their Necks ; For the Covenant will draw ſome 
to it powerfully. and ſweetly, to raiſe a Divine Buil- 
ding on a Divine Teſtimony. I offer then a whole 
Covenant, a whole Chriſt to you. in his Father's Name, 
who gives him for a Covenant; Will not you take, wher 
God gives ? It is true, God is not ſpeaking immediate- 
ly to you in this Text, but to Chriſt, faying, 1 
will give thee for a Covenant of the People; but (till 
ſo much the better for you, ſeeing it is on your Be- 
half, that God who cannot lie, the Eternal God, is 
ſpeaking to his Eternal Son in your Favours. There 
is the furer Ground, and ſtronger Argument for your 
Faith, that you may ſay, Lord, I take thee at thy 
Word, and it is not thy Word to me only; if it were di- 
rected immediately to me at the firſt Hand, I am ſuch 
a black filthy Monſter of Hell, that I durſt not credit 
it; but it is thy Word to the fair, fair Immanuel, who 
is thy Heart's Darling and Delight, in whom thou art 
well pleaſed ; and I think thy Word to him muſt by 
| q 
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ſure Word, and it is thy Ford to him concerning me: 
Whatever I be, I am ſure thou wilt not go back of thy 
Word to him; and lo, I take thee at thy Word, and 
upon thy faithful Word to him, who is the true and 
faithful Witneſs, I agree to that Contract, and put in 
my Name, conſenting to have him for a Covenant to 
me. O ſure Work, if that be the Way of it! as ſure as 
God is faithful and true to his eternally beloved Son. 
Well, Man, Woman, Laſs, Lad, do you find in your 
Heart, thus to take the Covenant in the Bulk? Need I 
ay any more for Motives? Conſider, ; | 

1. What for a State you're in, while you're out of 
this Covenant; you're under a Covenant of Works, and 
ſo under the Hrath and Vengeance pt God, under the 
Bondage and Curſe of the Law; yea, you're in Cove- 
nant with Hell and Death by that Contract; you have 
nothing to expect, but a terrible Death ſhortly, and a 
horrible Hell eternally. | N | 

2. Conſider, that this Covenant is the laſt Bar- 
gain that ever God will make with you, or for you: 
The Covenant of Works is broken, and you're dams 
ned for ever, if you be not under another, for that 
Bargain is blown up. This new Covenant is a Plank 
after Shipwreck ; tho it was contrived and tranſacted 
before the Firſt was broken, yea, from Eternity, yet 
it is a new Bargain propoſed to us after the Old is 
gone 3 and, if you refuſe this, there is not another 
Covenant to ſave you; There remains no more Sacris 
fice for Sin, but a certain fearful Looking for of Fudg= 
ment, and fiery Wrath, that ſhall conſume? the Advers 
ſaries. | | 

3. Conſider, That this Covenant is a Bargain made 
ready to your Hand: It is not a Coverant of your 
making; it was made before the World was made, and 
drawn up in the Counſel of Peace: And the All of itt 
preſented to you is Chriſt, who is the great Ordinance, 
Inſtitution and Appointment of the Father, for your 
Relief and Recovery from Sin and Miſery ; for Hind 
bath God the Father ſealed, ſealed and authorized hini 
to be the Bread of Life to 4 Souls, ſealed and 
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iven him for a FA of the People. God hath 
ealed and made ready a Covenant to you ; and all that 
is required of you, 1s only, that you will not diſcredit 
God, and make him a Liar, but through Grace ſet to 
your Seal that God is true, receiving his Teſtimony 
concerning his Son. 

4. Conſider, That you have a good Claim and Right 
to this Covenant, or a Warrant to accept of it; You 
have a Warrant, by the Call and Command of Jod, to 
believe; This is his Commandment, that ye believe in 
the Name of his Son: You have a Warrant ſcaled to you 
already by your Baptiſmal Sacrament, it was a ſealed 
Right to believe in Chriſt, and to take him for a Co- 
venant; and you're obliged therehy to take Hold of 
this Covenant ; and if you will not ſet your Hand to 
it this Day, you practically renounce your Baptiſm, 
and the Devil hath a ſtrong Grip of you. You have 
a Warrant from the general indefinite Promiſe and Pu- 
blication of this Covenant to you; The Premiſe is to 
you and to yeur Children, and to you is the Word of 
this Salvation ſent. Il give him for a Covenant e 
the People, a Ligbt to the Gentiles. So that it is pu- 
bliſhed and directed to you, Man; to you, Woman; 
you have a good Claim to take it for your own. It is 
a Covenant for you, for every Soul of you within the 
four Corners of this Houſe; even you that are thinks 
ing, O it is not me that is meant: Yes, it is you. A- 
way with Unbeliet, and let your Heart ſay, This is 
a Covenant for me: That is a Belieying with Appli- 
tion; and wherefore am I ſent here, but to tell you 
that this Covenant is for you? You're welcome to it, 
whoſcever will. 

5. Conſider upon what Terms you may have this 
Covenant; On what Terms? The Condition of the 
Covenant 1s already fulfilled ; Chriſt hath brought in 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and God hath accepted 605 
and is well pleaſed with it, and on this Account pro- 
miles all other Things freely ; not a Farthing have you 
to pay for this Covenant, it is God's Gift, J grve thee 
for a Covenant, There are but two Words neceflary 
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to make up this whole Buſineſs; the one is a Word 
trom God, laying, I give him for a Covenant; the 
other Word is from you, faying, [take him ior a Co- 
yenant to me. I he firſt Word is laid already, I give; 
and it you want Faith to ſay, I take, this the Covenant 
hatiz in the Boſom of it: The Spirit to work Faith is 
promiledin it; for he that ſays, I give him for @ Cove- 
nant, ays alſo, I have put my Spirit upon him, and he ſhall 
bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles : Yea, with the 
ſame Breath that he is given for a C venant, he is gi- 
yen for a Light to open blind Eyes, and for Liberty to 
pen Priſon-doors, Now, Faith to take is covenanted, 
and this whole Covenant, and all Salvation in it, is 
laid to your Hand; all is given, when the Covenant 
is given. Why, Sir, I think you leave me nothing 
2do at all. Yea, as much as you can do, and that is 
juſt nothing. It you can believe by your own Power, 
then VII take back my Vord; but that I know you can- 
not do: And | give you as much ado as my Text al- 
lows, which offers all, when it offers Chriſt for 2 Co- 
v-nant to you. But will you tell me, what the worſe 
are you, that you, who can do nothing, get nothing 
do; and that he, who can do all Things, get all the 
Work and all the Pratte © Are you not pleaſed with 
thel> Terms, to have all freely, without Money, and 
without Price? 

5, Conttder, that the moſt Part of the World rej-ts 
this Covenant, and defpiſes this free Gitt of God. 
The legal unbelieving Heart will not have Chriſt at 
that ealy Rate; the devilith proud Spirit of Man is 
rot ſet for taking a Covenant from God, but for ma- 
king a Covenant with him, for as ill as they are at keep- 
ing Covenants: They cannot believe that God will 
give all for nothing; and therefore they will not take, 
without making ſome Bargain of their own; yea, they 
think, that this Way of taking Chriſt for all, is an E- 
nemy to Holineſs : And, becaule they thus contemn 
and reproach this holy Covenant of free Grace, which 
only can furniſh them with Holineſs, therefore God 
hath blaſted all their i inſomuch that there was 
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never leſs Halineſs, nor more Wickedneſs in a Chri. 
ſtian World. I ſay, The moſt Part of the World reje& 
Chriſt the gifted Covenant, few in the World will 
have him, few in Scotland will have him. And, Is it 
not hing to you, all ye that peſs by? Do you think it 
a ſmall Matter, to ſee the World crucifying the Lord 
of Glory, and, interpretatively, renewing the bloody 
Tragedy again, that was acted at Jeruſalem really? 
And will ye have a Hand in the Murder alſo? I he 
mo they be that reje& him, the more ſhould ye receiye 
him. He hath long been ſet before you in a preached 
Goſpel, and you have long refuſed him, and you know 
not but this may be the laſt Communion-offer that ever 
you'll get of him; To Day if ye will hear his Voice, 
harden not your Heart. 

7. Conſider, that you cannot pleaſe God, nor glori- 
fy him ſo much any way, as by taking this gifted Co- 
venant out of his Hand. As Abraham ſtaggered nit 
at the Promiſe through Unbelief, but was ſtrong in the 
Faith. giving Glory to Gd; ſo to take this Covenant of 
Promile is the Way to give Glory to God. You'll please 
Him better than ever your Sins diſpleaſed him, yea, 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe him any other Way; for with 
out Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Ged : But in this Way 
you'll pleaſe him, and content his Heart; yea, you'll 
give more Satisfaction to his Juſtice for all your Sins 
than your everlaſting Damnation would do; for this 
3s a Covenant with him by Sacrifice, a Sacrifice of 
ſweet ſmelling Savour, giving infinite Satisfaction; fo: 
he that is given for a —.— is given for a Saeri 
fce, by which God is pleaſed, and glori fied to the 
Higheſt. | 

8. To name no more, conſider, That this Cove 
rant can anſwer all Objections; and the very Propol: 
of it in the Text is ſuch, as may obviate all, on what 
ever Ground you ſtate them. 7 give thee for a Cove 
rank of the People, a Light of the Gentiles, to ope 
blind Eyes, and to bring out Priſoners out of their Pri 
Jon-bouſe. There is no Room, no Place for any Ob 
zection here; for the Tenor of the Covenant anſwer 


G1 
all Difficulties, Whatever bs the Priſon-houſe you're in, 
this Covenayt not only knocks at the Priſon- door, but 
breaks open the Door, and comes in, ſaying, There is 
my Hand of Yower to help you out, will you take 
my Help? O Iſrael, thou baſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but 
in me is thy Help : Will you have it? Let your Heart 
lay, Lord, it is welcome. Are you in the Priion of 
the loweſt Hell, that ever any was in upon Earth ? 
This Covenant comes ſo low as to litt you up, if you 
do not reje& the Counſel of God againſt your ſelves. 
Would you with to be free of all that Deadnels, Hard- 
nels, Blindnets, Stupidity and Enmity, which you 
reckon make you unfit, and unprepared for coming 
to Chriſt, and taking this Covenant? Why, this Co- 
venant is adapted for curing theſe Plagues; and when 
you take this Covenant, you take it as a Cure tor all 
thele Diſeaſes, which never can be cured till you take 
this Remedy ; for to cure your lelves, and then come to 
this Covenant, is impoſſible; but to come to this Cove- 
nant, and get the Cure of all Maladies that affect you, 
is God's inſtituted Means of Salyation. Would you 
wiſh to be free of that Temptation, that you're no 
Ele& ? Accept of this bleſſed Bargain, and your Ele&i- 
on is ſure. Who dare lay that you're a Reprobate, 
Poor Worm of Yeſterday's Date, will you ſpeak as if 
you had been upon the Privy Council of Heaven from 
all Eternity ? Will you rather beguile the Devil, by 
ſaying, Whatever I be, this Covenant conſtitutes my 
Duty, and therefore I'll venture upon the Covenant 
at the Call of God? But, if Ihe not an Elect, I will not 
get Grace to venture, or Grace to believe. What mean 
you, Man, by Grace to believe? Is not Grace to be- 
lieve conveyed by ſuch a Call as this? And therefore, it 
you flight this Call, you flight the Grace that would 
make you believe; and therefore, O let not the Devil 
inake a Fool o: you. Would you wiſh to be free of that 
Temptation, that you have ſinned the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, and that there is wo Mercy for you ? 
Why, if you imbrace this Offer this Day, you may 
be ſure you was never guilty, nor ever ſhall. Tell 


me 
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me the Clauſe of the Text, that ſecludes you from 
meddling with this Covenant; and why will you de- 
bar your ſelves * What is the Cale that this Cove- 
nant cannot auſwer? Are there any here, that have 
falie and fickle Hearts, that break all Bonds? O here 
is a luitable Covenant for you. If you cannot kee 
the Covenant, the Covenant will keep you. The 
baſtard Coycnants of your own making will not keep 
you, but this Covenant will, Fer. X&Xil. 40. Are 
there any here that want i hroughbearing. in the 
World, and are fear'd for Straits, and eygn temporal 
Difhculties © Here is a Covenant that ſays, Eread 
ſhall be given thee, and thy Water ſhall be ſure; yea, 
verily thou ſbalt be fed, and in the Day of Famine 
ſhall be ſatisfied. Arc there any here, that cannot get 
reit among all the Creatures ? Here is a Covenant 
that lays, Come to me, all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and 1 wil; give you reſt. Are there any here, 
that think themiclves poor object Creatures, laying, 
O I am but a Burden to my ſcl, and a Burden to all 
that are about me; no Body cares for me, and, I tear, 
God cares not tor me either; I am caſt out at all 
Hands? O here is a Covenant that ſays, He will ga- 
ther t:getber the Qatcaſts of Iſracl. Ils there any here 
fear d tor Death, and knows not how to win through 
that dark Trance? O here is a Covenant fit tor you, 
that ſays, O Death, I will be thy Plague, and Death 
ſhall be ſmallowed up in Victory. Are there any here 
labouring under Deſertion? Here is a Covenant that 
ſays, I' lead the Blind in a Way they know nit, IA 
never leave you nor forſake you. Are ye tor this Co- 
venant? Is there any here labouring under Tempta- 
tions ? Here is a Covenant that ſays, The God ef 
Peace will bruiſe Satan under your Feet ſhortly; and, 
My Grace ſhall be ſufficient fir thee. Is there any here 
+ labouring under the Power of Sin and Corruption? 
Here is a Covenant that ſays, I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, 1 
will ſubdue your Iniquity 3 Yea, he who is the Co- 
venant ſays, For ycur Sake I ſandifie my Self, tha 
| Jo 
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you alſo might be ſandtiſied. And again, The Water 
that 1 ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a Well of Water 


| ſpringing up to eternal Life. Is there any here laying 
21 a loſt Creature? The Covenant is ſaying, 7 | 


came to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt. Is there 
any here ſaying, O I have ſinned to the uttermoit ? 
This Covenant iays He # able to ſave to the utter- 
meſt. If you lay, you cannot believe, the Covenant 
lays, Chriſt, who is the All of the Covenant, is the 
Author cf Taito; and the Spirit of Faith is given 
when the Covenant is given, all Grace is given when 
it is given. Are you content to have this Covenant, 
and all the Grace of it? It you ſay, you cannotRepent, 
the Covenant ſays, Him hath Ged exalted with. his 
Night- hand, to give Repentance, What is the Cale that 
the Covenant cannot anſwer? Mhy, ſay you, You're 
calling us all, both Wicked and Godly, to accept of 
this Covenant; But docs not God ſay to the Wicked, 
What haſt thiu to do to take my Covenant in thy 
Mouth, ſeeing thiy hateſt Inſirution, and caſteſt my 
Law behind thy Back. Very true, he ſays fo, Pſal. l. 
16. Yea, the Voice of God in the Law, lays, Venge- 
ance upon you ;, and there is no eſcaping that Vengeance, 
but by Hearing and Believing what the Voice of 
God in the Golpel-Covenant ſays, and by taking it, 
rot in your Mouth to abuſe it, but in your Heart 
to love and improve it for your Sanctification as 
well as tor your Juſtification, for making you 
Holy as well as Happy. God's Covenant is a holy 
Covenant, and it works out Sin, and adyances 
Holineſs in all that are under it. What, would 
you have me believing in Chriſt before my Lite be 
rctormed ? may ſome ſay. Yea, I would have you be- 
lIizve in Chriſt, in order to Reformation, and takin 

bim for a Covenant, in order to your Sanctification. 
Why then, ſay you, I'll take Chriſt and my Luſts 
both ; I defy you, Man ; it you take him, you muſt 
let theſe go away; 
and keep your Luſts too; for, whenever the Covenant 
o: Gracz is embraced, the Covenant with Sin and Hell 
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yea, it is impoſſible to take him, 
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is abandoned. And therefore, if any come to this Co- 
venant, to ſeek a Shelter to any one Luſt under it, it 
is no Coming at all, it is no Faith, but a Fancy ; yes, 
it is a Mocking of God, and his holy Covenant, and 
will bring a Curſe upon you, inſtead of a Blefling. To 
come to this Covenant, is to come to the Lamb of God, 
that takes away the Sin of the World; it is a Coming 
to Jeſus, to be ſaved from Sin. But O, ſay you, | can- 
not think that the Covenant of Grace ſays a good 
Word to me; I have been making God to ſerve with my 
Sins, and wearying him with mine Iniquities. Indeed 
the Law and Covenant of Works lays, You are a dead 
Man, the Soul that ſinneth ſhall die; but ſee what the 
Covenant of Grace ſays, Iſa. 43. 24, 25. J, even I, am he 
that blotteth out thy Iranſgreſſion for my Name' s Sake, 
Take this Covenant then, and Pardon with it, as well 
as Purification. O but what ſays the Covenant to one 
who hath been neglecting Prayer. and forgetting God 
all my Days? Why, there is no Word in the Law for 
you but Fury, Pour out thy Fury en the Heathen, 
and the Families that call net on thy Name. The Wicked 
all be turned into Hell, and all the Nations that forget 
God. But there is a Word even for ſuch in the new Co- 
yenant, I am fund of them that ſought me not. O 
come, and take the Treaſure you was never ſeeking 
after to this Day, and it will ſweetly determine you to 
ſeek his Face all the Days of your Life. O but what 
will the Covenant {ay to ſuch, whoſe Caſe you have 
not touched, and who think their Caſe nameleſs, and 
that Miniſtzrs cannot find out a Naine for them, be- 
cauſe they are Juſt hidden among the Miſt of the bot: 
tomleſs Pit, among the Reek ot Hell, ſo as they cannot 
be found out? Why, the Covenant hath a Word to 
vou, Jſa. Itii. laſt, Thou ſhalt be called Sought out, 4 
City not forſaken; there is a Name for you, thou ſhalt 
be called $2u2ht out: This Covenant is ſent this Day to 
feek you out from the Bottom of the dark Irilon that 
ou are in, whatever it be; will you take the Benefit 
of this Covenant? are you for it, Man, Woman ? will 
you have a Chriſt to be a Covenant to you? Young 
| People 


| the Devil's Service ? Old People, will you have bim, 


| Refuſer and Deſpiſer of Chriſt, will you bethink your 
J felf yet, and take your Word a gain; many 2 slight 
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People, will you have him, that you may not live is 


that you may not die with the Devil in your Arms? 
Drunkard, will you have him, that you may get & 
Drink of the new Wine of Conſolation ? Unclean Pets 
ſon, will you have him, to waſh you, that you may be 
fitted to walk with him in White? Swearer, will you 
have him, that your Tongue may be ſhapt for a Halle- 
la jab? Man, Woman, who haſt ſeven Devils in youz 
will you have him, who hath the ſeven Spirits that, are 
before the Throne (that is, the eternal Spirit with his 
various Operations) that he may put the Devil out of 
you, and put his Spirit within you ? Whofoeyet will, 
may have a Covenant this Day, that will make you up 
for ever. Is there any here that deſpiſes all this Loves 
ſaying, I will keep my Luſts and Sins, ſay you what 
you will; it is but a new Scheme, pethaps, out of your 
— own Head; I have no Fancy for that Covenant ? 

ay you ſo, Man! then, as the Lord lives, you have {pos 
ken this againſt your own Lite. I proteſt againſt youz 
in the Name of God, and | ſhake the Luſt off my Feet; 
in Witneſs againſt you, that on the 19th Day of Auguſt 
1722, at the Communion of Dunfermline, Chriſt, and 
in him all the Covenant of Grace, was offered to you; 
and you refuſed him; and if you live and die in that 
Mind, I ſummon'd you to;anſwer, for this Refuſal, bes 
fore his awful Tribunal at the great Day. But, becauſe 
I am courting a Bride for my glorious Maſter, I would 
fain =_ her fair on a Marriage-day ; therefore, O 


have you put upon this glorious Chriſt, and yet he is 
content to take you for all that, he is loth fo take 2 
Nay-ſay 3j and therefore I would ask, in his Name; be- 
fore you give him a total Refuſal, Will you tell me, 
where will you do better? will a broken Covenant of 
Works be a better Bargain for you? or will the black 
Covenant with Hell, and with your Luſts and Idols; be 
a better Bargain for you? or, is the vain perifhing, 
World a better Bargain? * no, the Devi _ 


| Work, and a temporary Flaſh, Why, Man, the Co- 
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does not think ſo, whatever he uggeſt to You. But, 
again, before you give him a total Nay-lay and Re- 
fuſal, will you tell me, how you will do without him? 
or, if you make a Shift while you live, O how will you 
die without him? and how will you ſtand in ſudg. 
ment without him ? and Death and Judgment may he 
at Hand. There are many dead, and away to Eterni. 
ty, ſince the laſt Communion here; and this may be 
the laſt Communion-Invitation that ever you will get: 
If you refuſe Chriſt now, it may be the laſt Offer that 
ever you will get of him; he hath taken many Re- 
fuſals off your Hand already. And finally, before you 
refuſe him wholly, think again what you are refuſing ; 
Is Chriſt a deſpicable Perſon, of no more Worth but 
to be lighted by you, and trampled under your Feet? 
Is he a hateful Object, whom yet the Tongues of all 
the glorious Seraphims are not worthy to adore ? Is 
the everlaſting Covenant a Matter of Moon-ſhine ? Is 
the Love of God, the Blood of Chriſt, the eternal In- 
tereſts of your immortal Souls, and the Divine Glory, 
all Matters of Indifferency to you? Is the great ] E- 
HOVAH his giving Chriſt to be a Covenant of the 
People, a contemptile Thing ? And is this a Gift not 
worth the taking? O No, no, ſay ye, ſurely it is a 
worthy Offer; Why then, by the awful Authority of 
the eternal God, and by the Blood and Bowels of his 
eternal Son, I adjure you to take him and his Father's 
Bleſſing, and all the Bleſſings of the everlaſting Cove- 
nant with him. O, ſay you, I think I am gained and 
overcome by this Offer and Propoſal ; but I know not 
if it be a paſſing Thought that will evaniſh, or a real 
Faith that will abide the Trial; I fear it be but looſe 


yenant can reſolve you in that Diftculty ; and it fays, 
Fear not, for I am thy God, I will ſtrenathen thee, 1 
am thy Salvation. Are yu content to take the Coye- 
nant tor this End, to diſcover the Defects of your 
Faith, and to work in you the Faith of God's Elect? 
Can you lay, That it is not in your Faith, but in Chriſt 
ui mielt, that you are ſeeking Salvation; that you are not 

| building 
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building your Faith upon your Faith, nor your Ho 
upon your Hope but both your Faith and Hope — — 
the Covenaie'! Can you ſay, that whatever be wrong 


| about you, and about your Faith, yet * lee there is 


nothing wrong about Chriſt and the Covenant, but 
that it is well ordered in all Things and ſure, and ſuch 
as can right all that is wrong about you? Can you ſay, 
However I am in the Dark about my Faith, yet I have 
ſometimes found out my Unbelief, and that I could no 
more believe than I could move the Earth from its 
Center; but yet the joytul Sound of Goſpel-Grace hath 
touched my Heart, and made me take up ſo much 
Glory and Excellency in Chriſt, that I think all the 
World nothing in Compariſon of him; and I think my 
Heart's Deſire is, O to have him for my Prophet, to 
take away the Darkneſs of my Mind ; as a Prieſt, to 
take away the Guilt of my ins and as a King, to 
take away the Power of my Luſts? Fain would I have 
him, that thus my Soul may be bleſt in him, and his 
Name may be glorified in me. Why then, whatever 
ou think of your Faith, and of your felt, as the 
blackeſt Monſter of Sin and Guilt that ever was out of 
Hell, yet it ſeems you have the Faith of God's Elect. 
I would fain hope, that ſome Souls in this Ail-mbly 
are gript by the Hand of Grace, and content to ſign 
this Covenant with their Heart : And woe's me that 
there ſhould be any here that will let all this Love and 
Grace, and this good Prize go by them, and they ne- 
ver have a Heart to it. But yet, ſome that through 
Grace have a Heart to ſign, may be ſaying, O | can- 
not write, I cannot believe, I cannot ſubſcribe, tho* I 
think I would do it with a Thouſand Good-wills. Say 
you ſo, Man? Pll tell you good News, Chriſt hath the 
Book of the Covenant in the one Hand, and the Pen is 
in his other Hand, ready to {et down your Name, and 
to ſubſcribe for you; only declare before Witneſſes that 
you cannot write, and do you touch the Pen, laying, 
Lord, ſet down my Name conſenting to every Article 
of the Covenant, and pleaſed with the whole Frame of 
it: Say you ſo? well, it ; done, for he hath the * 
2 0 
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of a ready Writer; your Name is within the Bond al- 
realy. A if Grace will help you to a new Act of 
Faith, a ſtronger Act, read over the Covenant again, 
and hear how the great EH OVA H is peaking, and 
not I, and ſpeaking to his only begotten Son that lies 
in his Bolom, ſaying, I will give Thee for a Covenant 
of the People. j let Faith ſay, Lord, I take thee 
at thy Word; I hear thee ſpeaking to thy beloved Son 
concerning me a poor, dark, blind, and bound Gen- 
tile; wilt thou ever go back of thy Word to thy Son? 
No, in Deſpite of the Devil, I think that is the ſureſt 
Word that ever was ſpoken, it is to him thou ſpeakeſt, 
and to me in him; and therefore, behold, I take thee 
at thy Word ; black and ugly as I am, the Coyenant 
can make me fair and clean: Thy Grace hath conquer- 
ed me, thy Love hath drawn me, and I am pleaſed 
with the Bargain; and I ſee it is the beſt Bargain that 
ever was, for adyancing thy eternal Glory, and my 
eternal Good ; I ſee it 1s all my Salyation, and all my 
Deſire; I fee it is well ordered in all Things and ſure : 
„ Why then, the Lord be thanked that ita done Bar- 
1 gain, and that God's Gift is taken off his Hand. And 
L's therefore, having taken the Covenant, never ſtand to 
take the Seal in the Sacrament of the Supper. 
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The Subſtance of ſome Diſcourſes, after the Sa- 
crament, upon the ſame Subject. 


OW, my Friends, it were not fit I ſhould detain 

| you, by {peaking to the ſeveral Sorts of People 
here; Iſhall only drop a fewWords inthe general. I think, 
ifmy Heart deceive me not, the great Thing I was 
helped to ſeek, fame Time before this Solemnity, was 
not only Aſſiſtance to Miniſters, and to my ſelf, to as to 
be carried through the Work, for I thought that would 
ſoon come to little Account; but I would have had a 
Day of Power among you-that are the People, that the 
Glory of the Lord might ſhine among 'you : And now, 
what ſhall I ay ? O co wyom is the Arm of the Lord 
| re 


Ibath made ſtrong for himſelf? Hath the Lord ap 
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revealed ? Hath the E ight- hand of the Lord done va- 
liantly, eyen the Man of his Right-hand, whom he 
ear- 

ed as yet for as much of the Work as is over? Gr ſhall 
we expect that he will appear in the Work that is yet 
to follow ? or ſhall our Frayer juſt only return to our 
Boſom again? I would ask you, What welcome En- 
tertainment hath Chriſt, the Father's gifted Covenant, 
got among you this Day ? He hath given him for aCo- 
yenant of the People, and who of all the People have 
welcomed the Father's Gitt ? I fear there are many 
Fools here, that have a Price in their Hand, but no 
Heart to the Bargain. But to all the Deſpiſers of 
Chriſt, and all the Refuſers of Chriſt in Dunfermline 
this Day, in cale the Lord may catch you with a Word 
yet before you go, I have a Word to lay to you, whe- 
ther you have been at the Lord's Table or not; Altho 
the Sacrament-Table be drawn, yet the Covenant- 
Table is not drawn, it is covered yet, and Chriſt is 
the Feaſt that is ſet upon it, and you are all welcome; 
for all that have eaten, there is Bread enough, and to 
pare, in his Father's Houle : Chriſt as the Covenant 
is offered to you, Man, to you, Woman, to you that 
are before me, and behind me, and round about me in 
every Corner of this Place; tho' I do not lee you, yet 
God's Eve is upon you, and his Word is directed to 
vou: Yea, this Covenant is directed and offered to 
you, he is the People's Covenant; let the People 
come, be who they will, even the vileſt Monſter of 
din out of Hell; God's giving him in this Goſpel, is 
our Warrant for taking him: And it you will not 

earken to this Goſpel-Offer of Chriſt for a Covenant 

to you, I charge you, in God's Name, and as you will 
anſwer at his Tribunal, to declare before him and 
your own Conſciences, what ye have to ſay againſt 
him : Is it that you are not holy * Nay, you ſhall not 
have that to ſay, for to the unholieſt Soul here this Co- 
enant is offered, for this End to make you holy ; and 

never ſhall you be holy, till you come and accept of it. 
Is it that you have not Grace to come? Why, _ 
| WACN 


that Grace ? Why, that is the Thing molt to be fear. 
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when this Covenant is offered, Chriſt and all the Grace 
in him is offered; and, among the reſt, Grace to draw 
you: And if you will not put away this Grace from 
you, it will take hold of you. Is your Objection this, 
I fear my Unbelief, Enmity and IIl-will, put away all 


ed; and yet, if that be indeed your Fear, there is the 
leſs Ground of Fear; for this Covenant is offered to 
you, to take away your Ill-will and Enmity. Are you 
content to have God's gitted Covenant for that End? 
Really I know not what good Thing it is in all the 
World that you want or need, but what is offered to you 
in this Covenant, for Chriſt is the All of the Covenant; 
and he, who is the All of it, is All in All: And therefore 
I charge you again, before you bid him farewel, to 
declare what you have to ſay againſt him, whom God 
is giving for a Covenant : Shall I take your PRenee for 
a Contethon, that you have nothing to lay againſt him? 
Then, by the Glory of God, Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, by the eternal Salyation of your immortal 
Souls, by all the Joys of the Redeemed, and Torment 
of the Damned, I charge you all, and every one of 
you, to welcome the Covenant of the People that God 
is giving, and that by your hearty ſaying, Even ſo 
take him, as the Father offers him in the Goſpel, t 
be a whole Coyenant to me, to do all my Work in me 
and for me. What {ay you, Drunkard, Swearer 
Whoremonger, Scarlet-coloured Sinner in Dunfermf 
line? what ſay you, Communicant and SpeRator ? IN 
may be, the Thing that keeps you back, is, O IA 
unworthy to have him: True, but, unworthy Monſtey 
of Hell as you are, it you think him worthy to be re. 
ceived, I charge you again, by all the Blood that h f 
ſhed at Feruſalem, and by all the Bowels of Compaſlic. 
that move within him, that you do not refuſe him, b 
welcome God's Gift, welcome God's Send, ſaying, 
Bleſſed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. | f 
after all, you are ſaying, Stay a little, Sir, let me tak E 
it to Adviſement for ſome Days; No, no, Man, Wq, 
man, I have no Commiſſion to allow you a Day, or 4. 
HourY,, 
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Hour's Delay; To 15 if ye will bear his Voice, hay- 
den not your Heart: It you retuſe to Day, I know 
not but you may be in Hell to Morrow. What it the 
next Hour the Breath ſhould go out of your Body? and 
if your Soul flit out of your Body before it flee in to 
Chriſt, you are gone, you are undone for ever and 
ever: It God's Omnipotent Grace and Almighty 
Power, which only can make you willing to accept of 
his Offer, be not accompanying this Call, he needs not 
our Apology; he is the Sovereign, that's obliged as a 
Debtor to none but himſelf, and his own Pleaſure, and 
his Son's Righteouſneſs; yet ſtill you are obliged to 
obey his Call, and your wilful rejecting, is inexcuſe- 
able. And therefore, it, after all, this Gift of God for a 
Covenant of the People, be lighted by you, you not 
being content that God ſhould rent and rive the old 
contract that was betwixt you and your Luſts, but 
eſteeming it above this Covenant, betwixt God the 
Giver, and you the Refuſer, be it; let him and you 
J reckon together, I hope I am free of your Blood this 
Day; for there will he Blood in the Caſe : If you will 
not have the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant to 
waſh you, to juſtifie you, to ſanctifie and ſave you, nor 
believe that God gives it to you to be received for that 
End, then there will be Blood for Blood; He that be- 
lieveth not, ſhall be damned. Remember what a free 
Offer of Chriſt you have got this Day; you have no- 
thing to pay for this Covenant, Il give thee for a Co- 
venantz you have nothing to pay for a Pardon, the 
Condition of the Covenant is fulfilled by Chriſt, and in 
fit is a full Payment of all Debt; and therefore, ſo 

freely is the Pardon, and Life offered to you, that you 
cannot have it till you have nothing to pay for it. See 
Itow the Creditor deals with the Debtor in the Para- 
f ble, Luke 7. 42. When they had nothing to pay, he frankly 


4 forgave them both. Now, the legal old Covenant-heart 


of many ſays, with the wicked Servant, Lord, have 


Patience with me, and I will pay thee all; Iwill grow 


a better Man, I will fall a repenting and reforming, 


and then I hope God will pardon me : That Man hath 
2 ſome- 
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, omiething to pay, at leaſt he fancies ſo, and therefors 
he hath no Forgivenneſs. But when a poor Soul is 
brought to this, Oh, I have nothing to pay ; if I be 
the Payer of my own Debt, it will never be paid for 
me; the Debt of Satisfaction will never be paid for 
162 me; the Debt of Obedience, the Debt of Duty; I have 
. nothing to pay my Debt, nay, not the leaſt Farthing 
1 of the Debt, were it but a good Thought, it can ne- 
8 yer be paid hy me : Why then, that Man ſtands fair 
1 for a full Rqmiſſion, according to this free Covenant; 
1 hen they hall nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them 
Wit bot h. Are you for this new Covenant way ot it, to come 
1 and bring nothing, and get all freely out of the Covenant, 
1 6 that belongs to Grace and Glory, Hebt and Duty, Hap- 
FAY pineſs and Holineſs * Now. what ſhall I ſay to God, 
| 74 when I go back to my Cloſet, where I was pleading 
it; the laſt Week, that he would ſhew his Glory, and 
Wi draw ſome of you to himlelt ? Shall I go with a Com- 
Þ plaint upon you, and ſay, Lord, they will not come; 
£3: they prefer their baſe Luſts to the glorious Lord Jeſus ; 
7 the Drunkard prefers his Cups to thee, the Whore- 
| Monger prefers his Whoredom to thee, the covetous 
. Man preters the World to thee, the Legaliſt prefers his 
„ own Righteouſneſs to thee? Shall we complain to this 
fot if Purpoſe ? or, will you give Occaſion to Chriſt to e om- 
F 0 plain upon you to his Father ſaying, Father, thou 
didſt give me to be a Covenant ot the People, but 
5 vonder is a People in Dunfermline, that care not for 
1 me, and deſpiſe thy Gift, They will not come to me that 
ö they migbt have Life? O will not the Father trown 
7 upon you, when the Son complains upon you? And, 
O, if you continue of that Mind, he will frown you 
to Hell. But O may we hope, that ſome at leaſt 
have ſubſcribed their Names to the Covenant this Day ? 
We would go back to God with a Song of Praiſe in 
our Mouths, and glorifie his Name for the Wonders 
of his Grace, yea; if I may ſo expreſs it, Chriſt would 
with a glad Heart ſhew his Father the Copy of the 
Covenant that you have ſigned, and that was offered, 


and directed to you, as to the Gentiles, to theſe that 
; Were 
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were under Darkneſs, Blindneſs and Bondage, and in the 
Priſon of Sin, Death, and Wrath. Will not the Father 
be pleaſed, when the Covenant-Roll is read over, with 
the Names of all the Subſcribers and Aſſenters to the 
Covenant, and your Name among the Reſt ? There 
is one that ſubſcribed his Name thus, I, one of the 
People, one of the Gentiles; I, one of the blind and 
bound Priſoners, aſſenting and conſenting. Well, may 
God ſay, Was not the Covenant directed and offered 
to the People of that Name? Yes, Father, it was. 
Why then, let the Name ſtand there regiſtrate to 
Eternity, it ſhall never be blotted out for me; Him 
that cometh, I will in no wiſe caſt out. Since they 
had no better Name to ſign withal, than the Name 
of Sinner, Apoltate, Backſlider, Crimtnal, Leper, 
Blackamore, Slave, and Hell's Drudges; yet aſſenting 
and conſenting to this Covenant, this Covenant thag 
they have ſubſcribed, ſhall make their Names, better 
than that of Sons arid Daughters, They ſhall have a 
Name among the Living in Feruſalem, even a new 
Name, and the white Stone, that no Man knoweth 
but he that receiveth it. Now, as we have a Com- 
miſſion from the Lord tell you, that you're welcome 
to him; ſo, Oh, ſhall we have a Commiſſion from you 
to tell him that he is welcome to you? Since Co 
the Father declares, that you're welcome to his Son, 
ſaying, 1 will give him for a Covenant of the People, 
Shall we go and tell him, O God and Father of our 
Lord, ſeſus Chriſt, yonder People have taken thee at: 
thy Word, and are ſaying in their Hearts, Thy Son 
is welcome to them? O it Chriſt and you welcome 
one another this Day, whether it be the firſt Wel- 
coming to ſome of you, or a confirmed Welcoming ta 
others, if he and you, I ſay, be welcoming one ano- 
ther this this Day, Glory, Glory to God, that ever 
this Day dawn'd. Eternity will be Duration little 
enough to praiſe him for this Day. Glory, Glory to 
God for the Three happy Meetings; Glory to him for 
the happy Meeting betwixt the Divine and Humane 
Nature in one Perſon, and that is the glorious Perſon 
5 K given 
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given to be 2 Covenant to you 3 Glory to him for thef, 
happy Meeting betwixt Juſtice and Mercy, who hayef, 
kils'd one another, and ſaid, We are both pleaſed, and, 
are honoured by him, who 1s giyen for the Covenant, 
of the People; And Glory to him for the happy} 
Meeting betwixt the Saviour and the Sinner, betwixt; 
the Covenant and the People; Is it a Meeting inf, 
deed * Hath the Lord God of the Hebrews met with 
you in . ee ? Hath the Covenant take 
hold of your Hearts? O Glory to him then, for it is 
Meeting never to part, the Covenant will never quit 
the Grip again; and therefore, as you have received 
Chriſt, ſo walk you in him; as you have received, 
God's gifted Covenant, ſo make uſe of it and improyz 
it. When, you find you have no Righteouſneſs, loo 
to the Covenant to furniſh you, for his Name ſhall be 
called THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
When you find you have no Strength, look to the Co 
venant to furniſh you; for it ſays, My Strength ſha 
be perfect in thy Weakneſs. When you find you have: 
no Lite nor Livelineſs, look to the Covenant to furniſiſ 
you, for it lays, I am the Reſurrection and the Li 
When you find little of the Spirit's Influences, look tc 
the Covenant to furniſh you, for it ſays, I will pour 
Water upon him that is thirſty, and Floods upon th 
dry Ground. When you find you have much Fit 
and Guilt in and about you, look to the Covenant fo 
Pardon, for it lays, 1, even I am he that blotteth out 
thy Tranſpgreſſton * my Names-ſake. When you fin 
your Luſts and Corruptions to be powerful and pre 
valent, look to the Covenant for Mortification, tc 
it ſays, Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you, for) 
are not under the Law, but under Grace. When you 
nd little or no Holineſs taking Place in your Hearts 
and Ways, look to this holy Covenant, and it wil 
make you more holy than eyer the Covenant of Works 
could do; for this Covenant of Grace does preſent th 
Law with a perfect Holineſs, whether you take 1! 
as the Law of Works, or à Rule of Life in the Han- 
of a Mediator, As the Law is a Covenant of you 
* ' 
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the Believer hath, by this Covenant, a perfect Holi- 

neſs in his Head, a Divine Righteouſneſs an{wering , 
Ito that: And as the Law is a Rule of Lite in the Hand 
of Chriſt, the Believer hath, by this New Covenant, 
2 perfect Holinels allo, not only by Vertue of his 
Union to Chriſt the Fountain of Holinels; but in 
his own Perſon, he hath a Perfection of Parts here, 
and a Perfection of Degrees hereafter. But as to this 
Perfection of Parts in Time, it is indeed many Times 
ſo low, that the Believer can hardy dilcern it. 
Why, may one ſay, The Thing that frightens me is, 
leſt 1 be a practical Antinomian, and a Golpel Mpo- 
erite 5 becauſe, tho* I think my Heart goes in to the 
LYOfer of Chriit as a Covenant, yet I can never find 
Jthe powerful and ſanctifying Virtue of this Covenant, 
to deſtroy my Luſts and Corruptions, but ſtill Iniqui- 
iy prevails againſt me: And can I take Comtort in the 
Covenant, in that Cale, without abuſing free Grace 
6 Diccntioulnes ? For clearing this, I ſhall only 
Jay to you, that it you can nouriſh and cheriſh 
„in, and yet take Comfort in the Covenant, that 
comfort is ſuſpicious-like, and flows from a Fancy, 
and not from the Faith of God's Operation; for 
be that hath this Hope, purifieth himſelf, even 
& God-is pure. Faith purifies the Heart, wherever 
it is in Exerciſe; and to take Comfort in or from the 
Covenant, and yet take Pleaſure in Sin, at the fame 
Time, is a Dream, and a Deluſion that the Believer 
cannot be under, unlels he be in a Fit of Temptation. 
But as to Sin prevailing, Sin may prevail againft a 
PBcliever, and yet he may have Comtort in the Cove- 
Inant; as David had, when he lays, Iniquities prevail 
gainſt me; they are againſt my Will, againſt my 
Heart, againſt my Prayers, againſt my Inclinations 3 
carts and he immediately adds, As for our Tranſgreſſimns, 
t WIE: wilt parge them away, Pſal. 65. 3. But thou, poor 
N orks Soul, that ſays you never {ound the {anRitying Virtue of 
At tithe Covenant; Why, did you never get Grace to 
ake ureſtle againſt Sin? That is ſome Virtue. Doth the 
Hand Preyalency of Sin neyer humble you to the Dult ? 
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a 76 
That is ſome Virtue. Do you ſee, and lament your 
own Unholineſs? That is lome Virtue. Doth the 
Senſe and Feeling of the Power of Sin never make 
you long for compleat Victory and Freedom from Sin? 
That is ſome Virtue. Did the Power of a Body of 
Death never make you look upon your felt as 
wretched, ſaying, O wretched Perſon that Iam, who 
will deliver me from it? That is ſome Virtue. Did 
the Prevalency of Sin never drive you to the Blood 
of Chriſt, the Fountain open for Sin and for Un- 
eleanneſs? That is ſome Virtue. Are you never glad 
of any Victory you get over your Corruption? Yea, 
that is ſome Virtue. How do you find it with you, 
when the Light of the Covenant is ſhining on your 
Soul? Do you not find your Heart riſing againſt Sin? 
Then that is ſome Virtue- How do you find it with 
you, betwixt Hands, when Iniquity is prevailing ? 
Do you not find your felt unealy, and out of your 
Element, ay till the Lord return? That is {ome Vir- 
tuc. Do not deny the ſanctitying Virtue of the Cove- 
nant ; and what can he tne Realon of it, that even tho 
Jou ſign the Covenant, and go in to it, yet you find 
fo little of its powerful ſanctitying Virtue? UPI tell 
you one Reaſon of your Ficklenels and Inconſtancy 
this Way: It may be, when you ſigned the Covenant, 
you put not your Name at the Foot of the Bond, but 
{et your Name too far up, as if you were a Party co- 
venanting; you are to ſign as a Party conſenting, but 
not as a Party contracting: The Covenant was drawn 
up, and ſigned by two unchangeable Parties from E. 
ternity, the Father, and the Son; and you, forſooth, 
would have your Name in the Midſt ot the Contract, 
as if you were promiſing, and contracting ſomethin 
for your Part, conjunctly with him, who is the Firlt 
ard the Laſt, and the All of the Covenant. Remember 
you are but a poor Aﬀenter at beſt, and therefore put 
your Name lower down; for your Work is juſt to dc 
nothing, but to conſent to take him, to do all you 
Work 1n you, and for you; for, ſays the Lok 1 
my Context here, My Glory will I net give to a_ 
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all that is within the Covenant; and he will not let 
any ſooty Scullion of Hell, like you, or me, count 
our Doits among his Gold. The higher Place that 
you take for your Name in the Covenant, the more 
fckle are you; but the lower Place, the more ſtable : 
Therefore, when you ſign the Covenant anew, put 


your Name farther down, below his who is the Cove- 


nant of the People; let him be the All of the Covenant 
to you, the Worker of all your Work, and you but an 
On- waiter; for his Glory will he not give to another. 
Perhaps ſome may be ſaying, O Sir, the Thing that 
fears me at this Occaſion, is this, I am put all in Con- 
fuſion, with the Differences that are among you that 
are Miniſters. What do I know, but the Reproach of 
a new Scheme does juſtly belong to ſome of you, and 
that I may be ina Deluſion? What do I know, but 
your Way of opening the Covenant of Grace may be 
ſuch as others will call an Enemy to the Law, and to 
Holineſs 2 Why, what ſhall i ſay to you, poor Thing? 
Let God be true, and every Mana Liar. The Lord 
forbid that we ſhould ſpeak wickedly for God, and 
talk deceitfully for him. It there be any Perſon here, 
that never found this Doctrine of Grace have any other 
Tendency, than to lead them to Licentiouſneſs, I'll 
prom my Life, that he is not a Believer, but a Per- 
on ignorant of the Myſtery of the Goſpel. But what 
lay you, Believer, cannot your Experince bear Witneſs 
for God, and his gracious Covenant, that however 
vile and unholy you find your {elf to be, yet, when the 
newCovenant-Cord of free Grace is wrapt about your 
Heart, does it draw you to the Love of Sin, or to the 
Love of Holineſs? The more lively Faith you have 
of Chriſt's being your Treaſure, your Righteouinels, 
1 Covenant, your All, for Debt and Duty both, 
o you not find Holineſs the more lovely to you, and 
his Love conſtraining you the more to delight in his 
rvice? Let the Word of God, and the Experience 
of all the Saints, in an Agreeableneſs thereto, decide 
Matters of this Sort: Bur, O poor Believer, do — 
nz | cal 
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78 
caſt out with Chriſt, tho* even many of his Friends 
ſhould caſt out with one another ; be not ſtumbled in 
a Day of Reproaches and Offences ; bleſſed are they 
that ſhal not be offended at Chriſt ; let your Hearts go 
in to the Offer of Chriſt as a Covenant, to make you 
both holy and happy. Now, it you have got little 
this Day, leave the Complaint upon your ſelves, fer 
God and his Ordinances are not to blame; your Ini- 
quities do ſeparate betwixt you and your God; and 
yet, ſay not you have got nothing, if you have got 
but a Crumb, for a Crumb is ſomething, that bodes 
that there is more coming in the Lord's Time and 
Way: Why, what is a Crumb? It you be made more 
humble than you was, that is a Crumb. Have you 
got more Inſight into the Covenant? That is a Crumb. 
Have ybu got more Deſire after Chriſt * That is a 
Crumb. Are you longing more to be free of Sin, and 
like unto Chriſt * That's a Crumb. Have you got fo 
much, as gives you a Stomach for another Marriage- 
Supper? That is a Crumb. If you have not got lo 
much as a Crumb, Believer, it may be waiting for 
you in a Cloſet, or a ſecret Corner; and, in the mean 
Time, the Lord may be calling you to reflect upon 
ſome old long-ſince Experience, when you got a more 
ſenſible Grip of the Covenant than now; and to live by 
Faith, and wait at Wiſdom's Door. And you that 
have been fed, and feaſted this Day, O reſolve, 
through Grace, henceforth, a ſtated War againſt all 
Chriſt's Enemies within you, and without you ; and 
do all you can, to keep the Ground you have gained 
upon Enemies; and tit not down ſecure, otherwiſe 
Satan will ſoon trip up your Heels; ly not down to 
ſleep after Meat, tor God hath fed you, to run the 
Race that is ſet before you, and to ſtrive who ſhall run 
faſteſt in the Way to Heaven, following Chriſt the 
Fore-runner ; you are to follow none, but as they fol- 
low Chriſt: The moſt Godly Miniſters are but limi- 
ted Examples; you are to follow them ſo far as they 
follow Chriſt, but no farther, Be ye _ of me, 
{ laid Paul) as I amof Chriſt: Take the Word of God 
| for 
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(79 ) 
for your Rule, and Goſpel-truth for your Standard, and 
the rather that there are many in this Generation, 
who would be content that ſome Goſpel-Truths were 


ſcraped out of the Bible; but let your Prayer be, 


Lord ſend forth thy Light and thy Truth, that they 
may guide me. In a Word, your Lite muſt be a Living 
by Faith upon the Covenant, the unchangeable Cove- 
nant, that is eſtabliſhed. betwixt two unchangeable 
Parties, the Father, and the Son. Here is a — 
Ground of Faith; whereas the Reaſon of your Stag- 
gering is, becauſe you put in your ſelf as the one Par- 
ty, who art but a Changeling, that changes every 
Touch; but it is coneluded betwixt two unchange- 
able Parties, whereof none of them ever rues the 
Bargain. O, ſays the poor Soul, tho' I have been 
helped to conlent to this Covenant, and ſubſcribe it 
with all my Heart, yet I fear I play the Devil, and 
my Heart break looſe again, Yea, it may be ſo, but 
this Covenant ſays, I'll have you to Heaven, if you 
were even a Devil; PII draw you back again, tho' 
you were even in the very Mouth of Hell: And I 
think, you will find he hath done fo heretofore, Be- 
liever, when you thought you was lo far down in the 
Pit, that the Lord would never return again to lift 

ou up: He hath returned, and ſurpriſed you; and, 
it may be, has done ſo, at this Occaſion. O blels 
him, and ſerve him, and improve his Covenant; yea, 
let me tell you, Believer, you having imbraced the 
Covenant, it lies upon God's Honour to keep you, 
becaule he ſtands engaged to his Son; his Word of 
Honour is paſt. 

Some, it may be, are ſtill queſtioning their Right 
to believe, their Right to take Chriſt, their Right to 
ſubſcribe to this Covenant; they ſtand, as it were, at 
the back of the Door, ſaying, What Right have 1? 
Indeed, if you were a Party, and Actor in this Cove- 
nant, you might {peak at that Rate; but that you 
are not, you are only to be Aſſenter and Conſenter. 
Your Legal Heart dreams ay, that God will not accept 
of you, unlels you do ſo and fo ; But know, that _ 
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and Chriſt do all here; and they have bound them: 
ſelves, by this Covenant, to do all: And if you will do 
any Thing, ſtay till you be able to do more than God 
hath done, than Chriſt hath done; and that will never 
be, God engaged, in this Covenant, to hold Chriſt's 
Hand, and to uphold him in the Work of Redempti- 
on ; the Father bears equal Burden in the Work; and 
all the three Perlons of the glorious Trinity had one 
equal Will toit; and therefore, ſeeing a Trinity hath 
done it, the Work is compleatly done. O what Fools 
are they then, that refuſe to join in with this Cove- 
nant, becauſe of their own Short- coming, and becauſe 
they cannot do ſo and ſo? Why, you can do all that 
you are bound to do in this Covenant, and that is 
Juſt nothing at all; for Chriſt is the Covenant, and the 
All in all of.it: If ever you do any Thing in God's 
Sight acceptable, it is the Covenant of Grace that does 
It in you. But now, as to your Right to come to 
this Covenant, what Right would you have, but 
meikle Miſchief and Miſery to be a Right on your 
Part, and the Offer, Call and Command of Heaven 
to be a Right on God's Part ? There is all the Right 
to believe that I know. You would have a Right foun- 
ded upon ſome Righteouſneſs of your own ; yeu would 
have in your clouted Cloke with his fair Kobe; but God 
will have none of your blackned Righteouſneſs. The 
Right is now, Welcome a hard Heart, to get Softning 
Grace out of this Covenant; welcome guilty Soul, to 

et pardoning Grace out of this Covenant; welcome 
Rich) Sinner, to get ſanctitying Grace out of this Co- 
venant; welcome Chief of Sinners, Sinner ahove all 
Sinners; welcome to come and get Salvation out of this 
Covenant. Will you then object, and ſay, O I cannot 
turn from Sin, and I muſt do that before I come? Why, 
Man, will you tell me who but the Devil taught you 
to take Chriſt's Room, and to take his Work and Im- 
ployment out of his Hand? His Name is Jeſus, be- 
cauſe he faves from Sin: O let him in, and he will 
ſpeak for himſelf; he will ſay to the Devil, Stand by, 
for I haye broken your Head; he will ſay = — 
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Stand by, for I have condeinned you by the Sacrifice of 
my ſelf: He condemned Sin in the Fleſh, Yea, ha 
will ſay to Juſtice, Let me through to Heaven, with 
all my Ranſomed at my Back; for I have given you 
full Satisfaction. O let him ſpeak for himſelt; Chriſt 
hath got the Guiding of all about the Covenanth and 
when we take him, we take Holineſs with him, vie take 
perfect Holinels in him for Juſtification, and we get an 
imparted Holineſs from him for Sanctification. What 
is the Reaſon of your Want of Holineſs ? Becauſe you 
do not take Chriſt : What is the Reaſon, that ſome, 
who take Chriſt, have little Holineſs about them? E- 
ven becauſe they take him very aukwardly, if I may 
ſo call it, they take him backwardly. If we were bet- 
ter at taking what God gives, we would find more 
Holineſs ſpringing up; whole taking of him would 
make whole Holineſs to you, but your broken taking 
ot him makes broken Holineſs. O he is the Perfor: 
mer of the Covenant, and the Performance it ſelf, the 
Doer of all our Work in us and for us: And if cur 
taking him, and believing on him were more pert*&, 
our Holineſs would be more perfect too, for Faith pu- 
rifies the Heart; a poor lean Faith makes poor lean 
Obedience and Sanctification. O if you could gæt 
Chriſt once in your Arms, you get all that the Fartkesg 
hath promiled : But, poor Soul, the beit Way for yoitz 
when you find your own Weakneſs and Wickedneſ?, 
and fear the Father's Wrath, is to take Chriſt, as it 
were, and ſhut him into the Father's Arms, and that 
will pleaſe him; when you get Chriſt in your Arms, 
you want no more, you have all you need; and when 
God the Father gets Chriſt in his Arms, he wants no 
more, he hath all that he ſeeks, This is my Bcloved 
Hau, in whom am well pleaſed. ps - 
| Know this Covenant, as it is enlarged vpor, in the 
Text and Context. 1/7, It is a Covenant for Light, 2 
Light to the Gentiles : Chriſt is the Wiſdom! and Light 
of poor Souls, and teaches them all the good Leflons 
that they learn; What Leſſons? Why, he tells them 
vhat is the Way to * laying, 4 am the W * 
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he preaches himſelf, and it ſets him well ſo to do: He 
ſhews them how a Man is made full, by emptyin 

himſelf; When I am weak, then am I ſtrong. It 
any ſay, I'll do my Part of the Covenant, he 
his Part, why, that is all wrong; if you make 
him not the All of the Covenant, you make him 
nothing. He teaches a Man how to diſcern his 

Voice, My Sheep hear my Voice. He cauſes them to diſ- 
cern a {piritual Preaching, a Goſpel Preaching ; a ſpiri- 
tual Prayer, a ſpiritual Exerciſe, Some will tell us, It is 
the Great and the Learned Folk of the World that 
know Preaching beſt ; yea, ſome Learning may make 
them know how Words clink together, but he who is 
the Light of the Gentiles, makes all, whom he ſavingly 
enlightens, to know his Voice in a Preaching, The 
ſpiritual Man judges all Things ; he teaches them to 
read God's Will out of a Providence, and to ſee more 
of God in ſome Providences, than others lee in all his 
Ordinances ; he teaches them to make Uſe of the Ene- 
mies Weapons againſt themſelves. Why, ſays Satan, 
will ſuch a vile Thing, as thou art, come to Chriſt ? 
Yea, ſays the Soul, becaule I am vile, 1 am the more 
ft. He teaches them how to dwell beſide the Foun- 
tain, and how to live near God; and the Man that doth 
this, cannot ay live upon two Prayers in the Day. 
You that never knew any more about Prayer than your 
Morning and Evening ſet Times of Prayer, it feems 
you was never taught by him that is the Light of the 
Gentiles. O take him, and he will teach you how to 
cry, Abba, Father, and to rejoice and work Righte- 
oulneſs. O when Chriſt comes, and diſcovers himſelf 
to the Soul, with his Robe Royal on him, that Soul is 
filled with Joy and Peace in Believing. 

2. It is a Covenant for Sight, to open blind Eyes; A 
Man that is called FE SUS, opened mine Eyes, lays the 
blind Man. O there are many Sorts of blind People, that 
need to go to Chriſt for opening their Eyes: Some are 
blind Atheifts, who ſay in their Hearts, There is no 
God ; they ſee not the Majeſty of God, they ice not the 
Tuſtice of God, they fee por the Grace of God, wy O 
T11a5% 
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chat they were flocking to him, who is the Opener of 
He blind Eyes. Some are blind Civilians, they are very « 
” civil in their Walk, but as far from Grace as the for- 

F mer; they do not diſcern the Things of God, know 

he nothing about Caſes of Conſcience ; there are ſome 

Mens Prayers and Preaching they underſtand not, if 
* they be Spiritual and Evangelical: The Man knows not 

himſelf, but is pure in his own Eyes; his Neighbours, 
it may be, will call him a good Man, an honeſt Man, 


4 1 and he judges himlelt to be what People call him, and 
1s yet he is a Rebel and Traitor to God; he hath not 
nat much lll that Men can challenge, but O there are 
ke many Things that God can challenge him for, God can 
= ſee his Vice in the Thing that he thinks to be Vertue 
* and Innocence; he may pray, and is content and con- 
he ceited to hear hiniſelf pray, and he fees no Fault in 
Wn his Prayers. O, have not ſuch need of Chriſt to open 
wy their Eyes ? Some are blind in the Matters of Religi- 
nis on, they think all their Sins are Sins of Infirmity: No 
ne- doubt we are Sinners, ſay they, and great Sinners; 
N who want their Faults more than we? O blind Souls ! 


Tf know that Chriſt is the Opener of blind Eyes. There 
158 are blind Folk that know their Bodily Caſe, but not 
that of their Souls; they obſer ve Bodily Providences, 
but not Soul Providences; they known not Down- 
2 caſtings and Upriſings of Soul: O go to Chriſt, and 
he will let you ſee. Some are blind with Reſpe to any 
ns diſtint Knowledge of the Golpel, they lee not the 
he Ground of Faith; they would build their Faith on 


_ their little Bit of Holineſs, rather than on God's holy 
= Covenant, that only can make them holy ; and hence 
lf their Holineſs is ay to ſeck: They lee not how a Man is 
* juſtified in a Moment, by an imputed Kighteouſneſs, 
4 a Righteouſneſs compleat, and full; they fee not how 

Juſtification can be compleat, without ſomewhat of 
he their own, to make it look fair in God's Sight: O 
{eek in to Chriſt, that he may open your Eyes. Again, 
* many are blind with reſpe& to true Faith, they can- 
* not give a Reaſon of their Faith; they have loſt their 
0 Text, and cannot give a Ground upon which they be- 


L 2 liere; 


4 
13 
3 * 
1 
14 
3 


( 34 

lieve: Tt may be, they will ſay, they have believed all 
their Days. O Stranger to Faith! The Son of God is 
given to be the Opener of blind Eyes, he is a cove- 
nanted Eye-ſalve for all blind Folk. But then, 

3. Ig is a Covenant for Liberty, to bring the Pri- 
ſoners out cf the Priſon- houſe: The Son of God is the 
Looſer of Priſoners, by his covenanted Indenture with 
the Father; the Spirit of the Lord God is upon him, 
for he hath anointed him: Why, Chriſt knows all the 
Priſor-houſes, and all the Bands; he was made like 
unto us in all Things, Sin only excepted ; Such a High 
Prieſt became us, &c. Yea, Chriſt carries all the Keys 
of the Priſon-houſe; the Keys of Hell and Death are 
in his Hand; he opens, and none ſhuts; and ſhuts, and 
none opens. The Devil, it may be, hath the poor 
Soul bound Hand and Foot in the Priſon; but in comes 
the King af Nations, the Clink of whoſe Keys makes 
all the Devils tremble, and he orders the ſaylor to re- 
move his Chains; then, Dumb and deaf Spirit, I charge 
#bze to come cut of him, ſaid Chrilt to the poſſeſt Man 
in the Goſpel : So favs he, when he comes to looſe a 
Priſoner, Thou wicked untlean Spirit, I charge thee 
to come out; Thou covetaus and worldly Spirit, I 
charge rhee co come out; Thou Atheiſtical unbelieving 
Spirit, Thou lying and ſwearing, Thou drunken and 
debauched Spirit, Cc. I charge thee to come out, let 
that Soul go free; and if the Son make you tree, then 
are you free indeed. It may be, the Law hath the 


Nan in Chains; for by the Law is the Knowledge and 


Conviction of Sin. The Law comes and ſeeks his Ma- 
ſter's Rent, ſaying, Pay what thou oweſt; and the Spi- 
rit of Jod comes along with the Law, and convids the 
Man; and he every Day hears himſelf cried over the 
Crols, as it were, and put to the King's Horn, there 
being miny Bands reziſtrate upon him; he is carried 
to Priſon, and there he lies, fearing the Wrath of God, 
and the Execution of the Curſe, and Threatning of the 
holy Law. But behold, the Son of God comes, ſay- 
ing, Open to me the Gates of Righteoulneſs, his Name 
is, ITE LORD OUR . 
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The Law is exceeding Wan bur there 1s a Righteouſ- 
neſs as broad as it can be. Many are long in this Pri- 
ſon, becauſe they take a Threatning, and dwell upon 
that; but believe the Golpel-Promite, and grip to the 
Goſpel-Righteoulneſs, and you ſhall be looted. Others 
dwell long in this Priſon, becauſe, it they take a f ro- 


I mile, they take a Conditional Promiſe, and make no 


right Uſe ot it, ſuch as that, Jo you that fear my Name, 


ſball the Sm of Righteouſneſs ariſe. There is a 
Jivcet Promiſe, the dun of Righteoufneſs his A- 


riſing; but then the Condition ot fearing his Name, 
that knocks off their Fingers, and hinders them 
from applying it, becaute they think they want the 
Condition: Therefore, Man, either take an abſolute 
Promiſe, that hath no Condition in it at al, promiſing 


the Condition too; or elle, if you apply the conditio- 


nal Promiſe, take Chriſt tor the Condition, to make 
up all to you, and then you will find a Looſing of 
Priſon-Bands. If you will not be content, every Day, 
and every Hour of the Day, to be in God's Common, 
in Free Grace's Common, you will ly and rot in your 
Priſon. Many abide long in this Priſon, becaule they 
would fain live to two Husbands, both Chriſt and the 
Law. We cannot live to Chriſt, unleſs we be dead 
to the Law, Gal. 2. 19, 20. bur the Man would , 
embrace Chriſt for a Husband, and yet ſtand ſecking 
to an'wer the Demands ef the Law: But, whenever 
the Law demands any Thing of you, you mult fend 
the Law to Chriſt, that he may anſwer-it, and then 
you will be looſed. Some abide long in Priſon, be- 
cauſe they build the Faith of God's Love on the Work 
of God, and not on the Truth of God; and hence it 
is, that when God's Work within them Divines, then 
their Faith Divines alſo ; but Faith will never be firm 
and ſtable, till it build more upon the Truth of the 
Covenant. The ſtabte Chriſtian lives by Bills of Ex- 
change, but the weak unſtable Soul counts all by what 
he hath in his Pocket; by what he hath in Hand, 
and not by what he hath upon Bond. But how docs 


Chriſt, the Covenant of the People, open the gr 
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Door? Why, he even teaches the poor Soul to ſay, 
Let Satan, Sin, Juſtice, and the Law, come along with 
me to Chriſt ; and what I cannot anſwer, he can; what 
I want, he hath enough to ſupply : Come, and lay 
all my Sins on my Back, that I may away to Chriſt} 
with them, and get more Mercy and Grace, for Chriſt! 
is the All in all of this new Covenant : And in this! 
Way, the Priſoner is looſed, to the Devils Shame, and 
to Chriſt's Honour, Stand to your Liberty, poor 
Soul, and let your Sins and Wants haſten, and bring 
you foreward to venture upon Chriſt, that he may loofs 
you. O that the Day of the Son of Man were come, 
when Zion will get a Thouſand Athieſts at a Draught, 
when Chriſt will get a Multitude of Priſoners liberate! 
4. It is a glorzous Covenant, contrived wholly for 
glorifying God, and debaſing Self; therefore it follows, 
1 am the Lord, that is my Name, my Glory will I not 
give to another, nor my Praiſe to graven Images. God 
accounts it the Standing of his Glory, to perform all 
that is in this Covenant, and not to give any Creature 
a Share of it; he will not break his Credit, having once 
engaged himſelf in Covenant; and he will not ſuffer 
any to gather up the Rent and Revenue of it but him- 
ſelf, My Glory will I not give to another. It ſtands 
on his Glory, his Word of Honour, his Word Royal; 
he himſelf will do all, and no Inſtrument ſhall have 
the Glory of it. If you give Inſtruments.any of the 
Glory, it is the Way to blaſt the Inſtruments ; and 
blaſted may they be, rather than that Chriſt fnould want 
any ot the Glory due unto his Name. Therefore, for 
the Lord's Sake, if you get any Thing this Day, do 
not give the Glory to any Inſtrument; for, lays God, 
J am the Lord, that is my Name, and my Glory will 
act give t another: And, for his Glory's Sake, do 
not think of doing any Part of the Work your ſelves; 
there ſhall none get any of his Glory but himlelt. 
Means belong to you, and, in God's Name, I charge 
you to make Uſe of them, and the Obligation to Duty 
lies upon you: But if you have any Regard for the 
Glory of God, let God have the Glory o * 
Crior 
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0 ſay, | erformance'3 not I, but Grace: Either the Lord 
with ſvill bring you to this, or he will bring you to no- 
What hing. Let it be your Maxim in Religion, to make 
d lay ways much Room for the free Grace of God in 
hriſt bac. | 
-briſt'] What ſhall I make of all this you have been telling 
this ine ? Why, have your Hearts gone in to the Cove- 
and ſnant of free Grace? Then I call you to a Duty, 
poor ſuch as you have, verſe 10. Sing unto the Lord @ 
. ew Song, and his Praiſes from the Ends 0 tbe Earth. 
looſe ]Whence you may notice, That when God is giving 
OMe, ſa full and free Covenant, then it is a fit Time to in- 
ught, join a Duty; for then the Man is at this, O what ſhall 
rate! i render to the Lord? Nothing advances Holineſs 
y for ſo much as the getting a full and free Covenant: 
lows, Why, becauſe Chriſt walks in the Midſt of the Cove- 
not pant, and he is the Covenant, and the Whole of the 
God Covenant; and when the Covenant comes, he comes; 
m all and his very Preſence warms the Heart, and that 
ature [Warmneſs inlarges it, and then the Man is at that 
once ſwith it, Pl run the Ways of thy Commandments, be- 
uffer cauſe thou inlargeſt my Heart. Yea, when the tree 


im Covenant comes to a Man, and gets the Throne, then 
tands] Holineſs will run of Courſe. The Narrownels of your 
oyal; Thoughts of free Grace hinders all your Holineſs, for 
have Chriſt will not fit down where the Covenant gets 
k thel not the Throne. When the free Covenant comes, it 

andſ makes Se! Ff go to the Door, and bids Pride begone; for 
Warte Holineſs hath a Charge, never to lodge in the ſame Room 
'» forſ with Pride. When the Covenant comes in, Pride goes 
„out; and when Pride goes out, Holineſs comes in, 
God for he gives Grace to the Humble; and the molt ſweet- 
wil ly humbling Thing in all the World, is a View of the 
„ doſ ſree Covenant, where God gets all the Glory, nd 
ves Self nothing of it: Nay, when the Covenant comes, 
nſelf. i makes Self think ſhame of it ſelf, and hide its 
aargd Face with Bluſhes. In a Word, when the Covenant 
Dut comes, it contains in its Boſom, all the Furniture 
r ha] that is neceſſary for making a Man holy; and alfo, this 


fra Covenant ſhews to 2 Man that much is forgiven _ 
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and when much is forgiven Al, he loves much: And 
where there is much Love, there is much Holineſs, 
for the Love of Chriſt conſtrains him: Tberefore, 
where this Covenant never comes, Holineſs never 
grows; but when the Covenant of Grace in its Free- 
dom and Fulneſs takes Place with a Soul, there Ho- 
lines flouriſhes. Would you know wherefore there is 
ſo much Wickedneſs, and ſo little Holineſs in Scotland, 
for all the talking of. Holineſs, as if the free Diſpenſa- 
tion of Goſpel-Graze would mar it? The very 
Reaſon is, Little of this Covenant is known; Men keep 
faſt hold of their Sins, becaule they will not take hold 
of this Covenant. Where there 1s nothing of this 
Covenant, there is no Holineſs ; where little of this 
Covenant, there is little Holineſs ; and where much of 
this Covenant takes Place, there is much Holineſs. 
The new Covenant brings in the new Song, verſe 
10. Sing unto the Lord à new Song; and the new 
Song is the new Obedience, and the new Obedience, 


is the Obedience of Faith and Love, and the Obedi- 


ence of Faith and Love is Goſpel-holineſs. O then; 
let the Goſpel-covenant have Room, or Holineſs will 
never thrive: Take in the Covenant, and it will make 
you ſing, Sing to the Lord a new Song, and his Praiſes 
to the Ends of the Earth; for he that offereth N 
gloriſieth God : And the more you glorifie God, the 
more will your Holineſs be like that of the Re- 
deem'd above, who are ſinging the new Song in the 
New Jeruſalem. FEED 


